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OUR MISSION
The United African
Organization is a dynamic coalition
of African community-based
organizations that promotes
social and economic justice,
civic participation, and empowerment of African immigrants and
refugees in Illinois.

OUR GOALS







Build the leadership and
organizational capacity of the
community
Advance public policies to
increase opportunities and
support for immigrant and
refugee integration
Ensure that African immigrant
and refugees have an active
role in multiple civic arenas
Promote community
development and access to
social services
Serve as a viable model of
African Unity and Empowerment
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AFRICAN SUMMIT ADDRESSES PREVENTIVE
CARE & OVERCOMING BARRIERS
Refugees and immigrants face many hurdles to accessing healthcare. Many first
generation immigrants ad refugees tend to recreate the way of life that existed back
in their home countries. For most Africans, that means that seeing the doctor only
when we get sick, use of traditional herbs and medications, and praying and hoping
for faith healing. Besides these, many mental health issues are rooted in the stress
associated with cultural adjustment, lack of legal status, fear of losing status, difficulty
finding work-life balance, and dealing with past traumas.
The Healthcare Panel at the 8th Chicago African Summit & Resource Fair features
discussions on best practices for maintaining good health, preventive care, and steps
that you can take to improve your health. Additional discussions will be around
barriers to accessing health services and tools to overcome these obstacles. Free
Hepatitis B and other health screenings will be available following the panel
discussion.
Register FREE for the Chicago African Summit & Resource Fair and join these
interesting discussions led by Margaret Okodua, PhD and Yaw Peprah, MPH.
Other panel discussions at the summit will be on refugee & immigration policy
advocacy, community engagement, and US-Africa Policy. Additionally, the summit
will include a Community Resource
Fair that provides information about
employment, immigration, legal
services, housing, health screenings
and other resources for participants.
Saturday, May 31, 2014
9:00 am
Schultz Auditorium
Illinois Institute of Technology
10 West 35th Street
Chicago, IL 60616
REGISTER FREE:
CHICAGO AFRICAN SUMMIT &
RESOURCE FAIR
#ChicagoAfricanSummit
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Upcoming UAO Events:
Chicago African Summit &
Resource Fair
#chicagoafricansummit
Saturday - May 31, 2014 - 9:00
am to 4:00 pm
10 West 35th Street
Chicago, IL 60616
FREE Citizenship Workshop
All residents who are Green
Card holders for at least 5 years,
or 3 years and married to a U.S.
citizen are invited to attend our
citizenship workshops where
they can get free assistance with
their application to become a
U.S. Citizen.
Attend our upcoming citizenship
workshop:
Saturday, May 10th - 8:00 am to
10:30 am - Devon Bank
6445 N Western Avenue
Chicago, IL 60645
Please see list of documents needed

GET TESTED FOR FREE - DON’T LET
HEPATITIS B WIN!
As we begin the month of May, everyone should consider being tested for Hepatitis B. May is Hepatitis Awareness Month, a month to bring attention to this liver disease that can cause serious health problems if left untreated. Testing for this illness
is essential-- approximately 67% of those in the United States who have Hepatitis
B do not know that they have it because there are often no symptoms.
Hepatitis B is spread
mostly through contact
with the blood or
other bodily fluids of
an infected person. It
can also be spread
from mother to child
during birth or through
shared use of razors
or needles with
someone who is
infected.
The best way to
protect yourself against Hepatitis B is to get vaccinated. The Hepatitis B vaccine
consists of a series of three shots and provides lifetime protection against the virus.
On April 12, the United Africa
Organization held its first, free
Hepatitis B screening in conjunction with the Asian Health Coalition. Ten members
of the African community made the important decision to be tested for Hepatitis
B. This simple test can tell if a person is positive for Hepatitis B, already immune to
Hepatitis B, or is not yet protected against Hepatitis B. After the test, UAO helps link
clients to the treatment or vaccines they need. Those who were already tested
are glad to have this essential information about their health and are now encouraging their family and friends to do the same!
Would you like to be screened for free or learn more about Hepatitis B?
FREE Hepatitis B Screenings
Saturday, May 31, 2014
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
10 W 35th St, Chicago
Hepatitis B and Preventive Health Information Session
Saturday, May 31, 2014
11:40 AM - 12:40 AM
10 W 35th St
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Community Events
WORLD REFUGEE DAY
Friday, June 20
11 am - 3 pm
Soccer Tournament: 9 am
Foster Beach
CAAAELII'S WOMEN IMMIGRATION FORUM

Saturday, May 10, 2014 9am to 1pm
First United Methodist
Church
77 W. Washington Street,
#2
Chicago, IL 60602
#BRINGBACKOURGIRLS
12:00pm - 2:00pm CDT
Richard J. Daley Center
50 West Washington
Street,
Chicago, IL

Do you have events going on in
your community? Let us know
by emailing:
events@uniteafricans.org

TRAVELING ABROAD FOR ASYLEES AND REFUGEES
Does the warm weather have you thinking about sandy beaches? Probably the
summer break makes you think of traveling abroad?
Traveling abroad for asylum applicants,
asylees and even lawful permanent resident who obtained their status based on
asylum is complex and can have serious
consequences. It is important to seek
advice from an immigration attorney before you travel.
But who needs a Refugee Travel Document?
An Asylum Applicant (an individual who has applied for asylum, but whose
application is still pending) must first obtain advance parole before leaving
the United States. If they leave the United States without first obtaining advance parole, they will be presumed to have abandoned their asylum application. The advance parole does not guarantee that the asylum applicant will
be able to re-enter the United States; they will still have to be inspected by
an immigration inspector at the border.
An Asylee (an individual who has
been granted asylum) may not travel
abroad without prior approval. This special
authorization is given through a Refugee
Travel Document which is issued to an asylee
in order to re-enter to the United States. If
you hold refugeeor asylee status and are not a
permanent resident yet, you must have a
Refugee Travel Document in order to return to
the United States. An asylee who does not
obtain a Refugee Travel Document before leaving
the country will be unable to re-enter to the United States and may be
placed in removal proceedings. A Derivative Asylee (an individual who obtained status based on a family member having been granted asylum)
should also obtain a Refugee Travel Document before traveling abroad. Like
advance parole, the Refugee Travel Document does not guarantee re-entry
into the United States; the asylee will still have to be inspected by an immigration inspector at the border.
A Lawful Permanent Resident (aka Green Card holder) who obtained their
status based on asylum may also travel abroad with a Refugee Travel Document. If they travel abroad without previously obtaining a Refugee Travel
Document, they may also be unable re-enter the United States.
Form I-131, Application for Travel Document is used to apply for a Refugee
Travel Document. Traveling abroad for asylum applicants, asylees and even
lawful permanent resident who obtained their status based on asylum is
complex and can have serious consequences. If you have any questions regarding this matter or any other immigration related questions, please feel
free to contact our staff attorney Sondra Furcajg at (312) 949-9980.
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Proverb of the Month
“Where there are many,
nothing goes wrong. “
~Swahili proverb
Share Your Story
We all have stories about
how we, each in our own
way, enrich our communities. Tell us how you GIVE
BACK to YOUR COMMUNITY...
You could be featured in
the next issue of African
Advocate! Email: editor@uniteafricans.org

WORLD REFUGEE DAY

Since 2002, Chicago has commemorated World Refugee Day by organizing
events that honor the lives of refugees, give a voice to their stories, and raise
awareness of the millions of refugees in the world who have been forced to flee
their homes. These events have included workshops, conferences, lunches, street
parades, downtown rallies, guest speakers, as well as diverse multi-cultural performances by members of the Chicago refugee community.
WRD Chicago 2013 will be celebrated on Saturday, June 20nd, at Foster Street
beach soccer fields. Stay tuned for updates about the event - We hope you will
join us! Learn more
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OUR MISSION
The United African Organization is a dynamic coalition of African community-based organizations that promotes
social and economic justice, civic participation, and empowerment of African immigrants and refugees in

Illinois.







OUR GOALS
Build the leadership and organizational capacity of the community
Advance public policies to increase opportunities and support for immigrant and refugee integration
Ensure that African immigrant and refugees have an active role in multiple civic arenas
Promote community development and access to social services
Serve as a viable model of African Unity and Empowerment

United African Organization
3424 South State Street
Suite 3C8-2
Chicago, IL 60616
www.uniteafricans.org
www.africansinchicago.org
Phone: 312-949-9980
Fax: 312-949-9981
E-mail: info@uniteafricans.org
Advocacy, Unity, Empowerment
Advocacy, Unity, Empowerment
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