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Conference Brings Knowledge
of Africa to Chicago
Wayne Ratzlaff

The culture, arts, literature, and
history of Africa will be on display in Chicago when the African
Studies Association (ASA) convenes for its annual meeting November 13-16. The four-day conference, which will take place at
the Chicago Sheraton Hotel and
Towers, will be the featured event
for Africa Week in Chicago, November 9-16.
This year’s conference will be a
milestone event. The African
Studies Association, organized in
1957, met for the first time at
Northwestern University in
Evanston 50 years ago. The theme
for this year’s 51st annual meeting
is “Knowledge of Africa: the
Next Fifty Years.”
This year’s conference will be
both reflective and visionary, said
Paul Tiyambe Zeleza, who is
president-elect of the ASA and
head of the African American
Studies Department at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
He said, “It is a landmark conference in which we will examine
where we have come in the last
50 years in regard to knowledge
production on Africa in the
American academy.”
Significant changes have taken
place in the field of African studies since the first ASA meeting
took place in 1958. The first conference in Evanston drew about
100 scholars, most of whom were
white educators from American
universities.
The 1969 conference in Montreal
marked a turning point in the his-

“It is a landmark conference in which we
will examine where we
have come in the last
50 years in regard to
knowledge production
on Africa in the
American academy,”
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tory of the ASA. That year, a
number of black educators and
students protested during the proceedings about the lack of racial
diversity within that organization.
They contended that scholarship
on Africa was inherently biased
and therefore unsatisfactory in
quality.
Since then, the racial, cultural,
and gendered composition of the
ASA membership has become
more diverse. A significant number of scholars who teach about
Africa in American universities
today are African born. Additionally, educators from Africanbased universities are also making significant contributions on
topics related to Africa.
Zeleza noted that this transoceanic exchange of ideas has
produced new perspectives on the
study of Africa.

“The intersection between scholarship being produced in the
American academy and scholarship being produced in Africanbased educational institutions
places a premium on the study of
African diasporas throughout the
Atlantic Ocean world,” he said.
This year’s ASA conference is
expected to draw 2000 participants. Beside taking stock of past
accomplishments, this year’s
ASA conference will be an opportunity to envision new directions that studies of Africa will
take in the next fifty years.
“How the ASA relates to the civic
community is an issue we continue to face,” Zeleza said. “We
need to examine the intersection
between development and human
rights and democracy and rethink
how we confront those issues,” he
added.
This year’s ASA meeting will
begin Thursday, November 13,
with a welcome reception starting

McCain ou Obama
par Béchir Ben Yahmed,
Jeune Afrique

miers, les plus nombreux, que
j’appellerai les « pessismistesréalistes », et ceux de la minorité
d’optimistes, dont je fais partie :
vous pourrez ainsi vous situer dans
un camp ou dans l’autre et, si cela
vous amuse, prendre des paris…

Elle va entrer dans sa dernière
ligne droite, marquée par la série
de débats télévisés entre les deux
candidats, Barack Obama et John McCain, et entre celui et celle
qu’ils ont choisis pour devenir, en Ceux qui croient dur comme fer
cas de victoire, le vice-président que le vainqueur de la compétition
ou la vice-présidente du pays. ne pourra être, le 4 novembre, que
le ticket John McCain-Sarah Palin
Elle aboutira dans un peu plus ont un argument principal dont on
d’un mois à la victoire d’un camp - ne peut sous-estimer la force. Cet
et d’un « ticket » - sur l’autre.
argument, le voici :
La plupart de ceux qui connaissent La grande majorité des électeurs
bien les États-Unis - y compris américains se compose d’hommes
ceux qui souhaitent ardemment, et de femmes de niveau très mopour le bien de l’Amérique elle- yen, patriotes, voire nationalistes,
même et celui du monde, la vic- religieux et blancs.
toire d’Obama - craignent que le
vainqueur de la compétition ne soit Leurs parents étaient ségrégationle « ticket » McCain-Sarah Palin. nistes et leurs arrière-grandsparents, voire leurs grands-parents,
Je me situe parmi les rares à ont connu ou peut-être pratiqué
pronostiquer la victoire de Barack l’esclavage des Noirs. Ils ne sont
Obama que, par ailleurs, je sou- pas encore prêts à voter pour un
haite (comme la très grande ma- Noir - Obama, bien que métis, se
jorité des non-Américains). considère et est considéré comme
Il vous intéressera, je pense, de tel - car il ne leur ressemble pas,
connaître les arguments des presuite à la page 3

Prof. Paul Tiyambe Zeleza

at 8:30 p.m. at the Sheraton hotel.
The reception will feature a performance by Muntu Dance Theatre of Chicago. Northwestern
University Henry Bienen will deliver the opening address, with
other speakers for this event yet
to be confirmed.
The Presidential Lecture will take
place Friday, November 14, beginning at 8:30 p.m. Aliko Songolo, who is a professor of linguistics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, will deliver a
lecture entitled “Evening School:
Cinema and Knowledge of Africa.”
Other special events during the
conference include a bus tour of
the African-immigrant community in the Uptown neighborhood
and a guided tour through the
Bronzeville neighborhood.
Conference organizers have also
scheduled a teachers’ workshop
for primary and secondary school
educators on Saturday, November

“We need to examine the
intersection between development and human
rights and democracy and
rethink how we confront
those issues.”
15, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The Bashorun M.K.O. Abiola
Lecture will take place Saturday,
November 15 at 6:00 p.m. Following this event, the Occidental
Brothers Band will play at the
annual dance party, which will
begin at 9:30 p.m.
The ASA’s annual meeting will
be part of a much larger Africa
Week in Chicago that has been
continued on page 2

WANTED: A New U.S. Africa Policy
Merle Bowen, William Minter

Almost 15 years after Nelson
Mandela took office in South Africa, the United States still lacks a
coherent Africa policy. There are
pieces of such a policy - support
for the war against AIDS is now a
bipartisan consensus, and both
presidential candidates have
pledged to focus on Darfur. Neither candidate, however, has laid
out a policy framework that can
serve both African and American
interests.
It is instructive that it was only this
June that the U. S. government finally took Mandela and members
of his party off the official list of
terrorists, a legacy of past support
for the apartheid regime. Still, the
U. S. did aid the transition to democracy in South Africa in the
1990s. In recent years some other
African issues have attracted
attention, and activists have pressured Washington to act.
On AIDS the results have been
significant, even if still inadequate.
President Clinton, whose administration was missing in action on
AIDS in Africa, became an effective campaigner on the issue after
leaving office. President Bush,
whose USAID administrator initially dismissed antiretroviral treatment for Africans as impractical
because "Africans can't tell time,"
now finds that the presidential
AIDS program is one of the few
accomplishments he can claim for
history.
On other issues - conflict, human
rights, debt, trade, and development - the record is less inspiring.
The Clinton administration shared
the international failure to act
against genocide in Rwanda. On
Darfur, the Bush administration
has offered heady rhetoric but little
effective action. More generally,
neither the Clinton nor Bush years
provide a good model. Both Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush
raised the U.S. profile in Africa,
but neither followed up the hopes
they raised with consistent action.
This record looms large today
given the absence of new proposals from the candidates and the
projected makeup of their foreign
policy teams. McCain's Africa policy may well resemble the disastrous Reagan years, noted for U.S.
collaboration with the apartheid
South African regime and African
dictators. One of McCain's top
strategists, Charles Black, was a
lobbyist for Angola's Jonas
Savimbi and other U.S.-backed
African warlords. Obama's most
prominent advisors, veterans of the
Clinton administration, include
Anthony Lake, who presided over
the failure to respond to Rwanda,
and Susan Rice, who has proposed
direct U.S. troop intervention in
Darfur a step which would almost
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certainly escalate the killing.
Neither candidate has criticized the
disastrous Bush policy on Somalia,
where it encouraged Ethiopian
military intervention and worsened
one of the world's worst humanitarian crises. Both have endorsed
AFRICOM, a new military command that risks reinforcing an already over-militarized U.S. response to Africa. Opportunistic
support for dictators continues,
while crises and conflicts - some,
such as in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, surpassing Darfur
in casualties - are ignored.
With his openness to multilateral
cooperation and his personal connections, Senator Obama has the
potential for crafting a constructive
Africa policy. But without an alternative framework, and active public pressure, the path of least resistance will likely follow narrow
conceptions of U.S. national interests, as in the Cold War and postCold War periods. Anti-terrorism,

With his openness to
multilateral cooperation and his personal
connections, Senator
Obama has the potential for crafting a constructive Africa policy.
Africa's oil, and competition with
China are all real concerns. But
pursuing those goals without attending to Africa's own needs
would be self-defeating.
A new policy must encompass the
diversity of African countries and
of U.S. interests. There are no
magic formulas. Nevertheless,
there are principles that should
apply:
* Build on the example of the response to AIDS, both multilateral
and bilateral, to address African
needs in health, education, food,
economic infrastructure, and the
environment, with all countries
paying their fair share.

can mediation led by former UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan. The
U.S. played a supportive rather than
an ostentatious role.
* Rely on skilled African diplomats, who include many distinguished former presidents, for dealing with other crises, as was done
in Kenya. Despite the negative example of Thabo Mbeki's ineffective
mediation in Zimbabwe, the fact
remains that no initiative is
likely to succeed unless African
civil society and political leaders
are in the forefront.
* Support the large community of
recent African immigrants to the U.
S., many of whom are engaged in
family and community projects to
help their countries.
In short, if the United States takes a
narrow view of Africa, as a recipient of "charity," a place to pump
oil, and an arena for fighting terrorists, then African hopes being
evoked by the Obama candidacy
will almost certainly be disappointed. If, however, the
United States takes a long view,
understanding that its security depends on the human security of Africans, then there are real prospects
for a new era of collaboration and
good will.
Merle Bowen directs the Center for
African Studies at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
William Minter, in Washington,
DC, edits the on-line publication
AfricaFocus Bulletin. This opinion
piece was written at the request of
the University of Illinois communications department, and was first
published in the ChampaignUrbana News Gazette on September 7, 2008.
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* Open a genuine dialogue about a much larger celebration of AfriAfrican Advocate
trade and development policy, in- can arts and cultural traditions in
Chicago.
is published by:
stead of imposing rigid freeUnited
African Organization,
market policies that are systemati- Lynette Jackson, an assistant procally biased in favor of rich coun- fessor in the African-American 3424 S. State Street, Suite 3C8-2,
Chicago, IL. 60616
tries.
Studies Department at UIC and an
* Minimize bilateral military in- organizer for this year’s ASA convolvement in Africa, which risks ference, hopes local groups and
sucking the U.S. into local con- businesses will help make Africa
flicts, in favor of multilateral di- Week a success by co-sponsoring
plomacy and peacekeeping, in- Africa-related events throughout
cluding paying U.S. peacekeeping the city.
arrears at the UN.
More information and additional
* Stop aiding repressive regimes,
and support democratic African
solutions, as in the aftermath of the
election in Kenya. This crisis,
which threatened to turn into a
civil war earlier this year, was
peacefully resolved through Afri-

links on Africa Week in Chicago
and the annual meeting of the
African Studies Association may be
found at http://www.depaul.edu/
~fdemissi/asa2008.

McCain ou Obama (suite de la page 1))
leur apparaît supérieur, est perçu néanmoins que Barack Obama a
de grandes chances d’être le procomme « un autre ».
chain président des États-Unis.
Lorsqu’ils seront dans l’isoloir, ils
Pour deux raisons qui se comne se résoudront pas à donner leur
plètent et devraient ouvrir devant
vote pour qu’un couple noir s’inlui les portes de la Maison
stalle, le 20 janvier 2009, à la
Blanche :
Maison Blanche.
1- L’homme a fait montre de
Le lourd et négatif bilan de qualités qu’on ne rencontre
G. W. Bush est sans aucun doute presque jamais chez les hommes
un handicap pour John McCain, politiques de son âge et qui lui ont
républicain comme lui. Son âge déjà permis, ce qui était iniavancé - un quart de siècle de plus maginable il y a seulement un an,
qu’Obama -, la jeunesse et l’inex- de battre le tandem Hillarypérience de la coéquipière qu’il Bill Clinton avant de les rallier
s’est choisie, leur incompétence à à sa candidature.
tous les deux en matière économi- Dans ses prévisions pour 2008
que en feront hésiter et réfléchir (publiées le 31 décembre 2007), le
plus d’un et beaucoup choisiront spécialiste de la politique américaine du Financial Times,
alors le vote Obama.
Clive Crook, croyait pouvoir afMais l’Amérique profonde n’est firmer : « Hillary Clinton a, chez
pas prête à donner la majorité de les démocrates, une place si imses voix et celle des délégués de portante et si enracinée qu’elle ne
ses cinquante États à un homme peut y être battue par personne,
tel que Barack Obama, nonobstant pas même par M. Obama. Elle
sera donc la candidate du Parti
ses qualités.
On peut le regretter, mais c’est démocrate pour la présidence. »
ainsi. Et d’ailleurs, les autres peu- Obama a fait mentir cette préviples du monde en sont eux aussi à sion et toutes les prévisions ; il a
ce niveau de réaction et à ce stade su trouver les hommes et l’argent,
il a élaboré un programme
d’évolution.
crédible et qui rassemble. Et,
Je suis d’accord avec cette ana- surtout, il a suscité parmi les jeulyse, et le constat sur lequel elle nes de son pays, Blancs, Noirs et
repose me paraît juste. Je pense hispaniques confondus, chez les

démocrates, mais presque autant
chez les républicains, un espoir
immense et contagieux.
Doué pour gagner les votes,
l’homme est donc du point de vue
électoral un très bon candidat.

2- Les circonstances. La mort ou

that coincided with the party’s event. During
my first encounter with Barack Obama at an
event at Chicago State University when he was
then campaigning for the U.S. House of RepreNii Okaijah
sentatives, one woman maintained that he stood
no chance of unseating the incumbent Bobby
DENVER, U.S. -- When Barack Obama, son of
Rush, because of his name. With a broad smile,
a Kenyan father and a white American mother,
he stressed that he would not disown his name,
mounted the platform before a vast cheering
crowd of 80,000 people on August 28
here to accept his nomination as the
Democratic Party’s candidate for
President, it was a proud historic moment for people of goodwill, especially black people. He is set to compete against Republican Party’s Sen.
John McCain, 72, a long-time senator
and a Vietnam war hero. Obama, 46,
is also a U.S. Senator, a former Illinois
state senator, community activist, and
law professor at the prestigious University of Chicago. As the first black
person to be nominated by a major
American party for the contest,
Obama’s election as president of the
world’s most powerful nation would
have tremendous positive impact not
only on the people of African descent
in the U.S. but on black people worldwide.

In addition to Kenya, Obama
has visited a number of African
countries including South Africa, Ethiopia and Chad, where
he stressed that Africans ultimately must be responsible for
helping themselves.

Obama’s African
Connection
Although Obama did not make overt
mention of his race in his eloquent acceptance speech, he referred to the African background of his father and the
March on Washington, 45 years ago

Le « big business » américain, lui,
a choisi : il mise sur
Barack Obama, et c’est là, croye
moi, un signe fort.
Traditionnellement, les grandes
entreprises américaines, les corporations, comme on dit en anglais,
apportaient leur soutien financier
aux républicains plutôt qu’aux démocrates.

la capture d’Oussama Ben Laden
ou même seulement d’Ayman alZawahiri, le numéro deux d’AlQaïda, si elles intervenaient en octobre et si elles étaient avérées,
pourraient créer aux États-Unis un
climat de ferveur patriotique qui
ferait voter McCain plutôt
qu’Obama.
La tendance s’est inversée en août
En dehors de cet événement hy- dernier : depuis quelques sepothétique de nature à contrarier maines, beaucoup de grandes enfortement la candidature d’Obama, treprises - au premier rang
tout dans la conjoncture améri- desquelles des banques, des socaine et internationale la favorise ciétés de télécoms, de grands laboet infléchit les votes des électeurs ratoires pharmaceutiques - ont
montré qu’elles prévoient une vicen sa faveur :
toire de Barack Obama. Leurs
L’Amérique traverse aujourd’hui - dons aux démocrates - de plus en
pour la première fois depuis plus nombreux et importants 1929 - une grave crise à la fois sont, pensent-elles, un bon inveséconomique, énergétique et finan- tissement : elles donnent sans
cière.
compter et, ce faisant, avec leur
Les sondages montrent que ses argent, votent Obama…
citoyens ressentent plus qu’on ne
le pense la détérioration de l’image * « Je ne pense pas que John
de leur pays dans le monde. Et les McCain soit capable de diriger
guerres dans lesquelles le tandem une grande entreprise ! » Ce jugeG. W. Bush-Dick Cheney les a en- ment vient d'être prononcé par
traînés leur paraissent coûteuses et Carly Fiorina, chef d'entreprise
sans fin : ils veulent que cela elle-même et, actuellement, conchange et savent que McCain n’est seiller économique de... John
McCain !

Obama’s Presidency Will Inspire Africans
Obama’s assertion, “Now is the time”
and Ghana’s Nkrumah demand,
“Self-Government Now” recalled.

pas, quoi qu’il prétende, bien placé
pour conduire ce changement, ne
serait-ce que parce qu’il est de son
propre aveu incompétent en économie*.

Senator Barack Obama

adding what matters most in an election was one’s ability to initiate a plan
that would help improve the lot of the
people. Introducing myself later as a
Ghanaian, I expressed the hope that he
would advance the interests of Africa,
if he was elected to the House. Nodding his head in agreement, he reminded me of what I knew about him.
“You know my dad is from Kenya,” he
stated.
In accepting the party’s presidential
nomination, he again referred to his
father’s African background. Asserting
that he had stayed with his father
barely for a month, he said that his life
had been shaped more by his father’s
absence.
During his first visit to Kenya in his
twenties, he reportedly burst into tears
when he visited the graveside of his
father and grandfather. He had since
visited the country twice, to introduce
his spouse, Michelle, to his relatives
and as a member of the U.S. Senate
sub committee on Africa. During their
continued on page 10
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Africans Must Vote
effect on American immigration
laws. And said laws will directly
affect our ability to reunite with
our families or obtain legal status.
If the anti-immigration nativists,
who opposed positive immigration
reform in 2007, have their way, it
could be a catastrophic event for
immigrant communities.
First, all eligible Africans must
vote to ensure pro-immigrant politicians take the many seats up for
election this November. Elections
will be held on November 4, 2008,
and 35 of the 100 seats in the Senate will be contested. PresidenNancy Addae

Immigration reform may effectively be decided not by lawyers or
legislators, but by those who
choose or fail to vote in November. We have the power to control
the legislative process by electing
pro-immigrant legislators.
For African immigrants and refugees in the US, the 2008 presidential election is a historic event as
one of our very own, Barack
Obama, son of a Kenyan, will be
on the ballot for the presidency in
the most powerful nation in the
world. His candidacy will and has
made a positive impact on the African agenda. Therefore, African
involvement in the coming election is critical.
If pro-immigrant candidates are
elected, there will be a positive

First, all eligible
Africans must vote to
ensure pro-immigrant
politicians take the
many seats up for
election this
November.
tial, gubernatorial and House of
Representatives elections all occur
on said date, as well as many other
state and local elections.
Second, all eligible Africans must
vote so that a comprehensive immigration reform bill may be reintroduced and passed by Congress.
As you may recall in 2007 a “point
system” was proposed by some
political politicians to replace or
modify family-based immigration.
Temporary worker visas were pro-

Perspective
posed, although some wanted the
numbers to be limited. And the
proposal about allowing some kind
of legal status for immigrants who
have been in the country for a certain number of years was strongly
opposed by naysayers.

they have “legal status” in this
country, while other Americans do
not face this scrutiny. If you have
an accent or a “foreign” name you
are more likely than not to be targeted for this new and subtle type
of discrimination. What is a foreign name in a country founded by
immigrants anyway?

Third, all eligible Africans must
vote to prevent the pervasive and
widespread discrimination against Why should a United States citizen
immigrant communities as nativ- who happens to be African, Arab,
ists intensify their hate campaigns. Asian or Latino have to provide
proof of his legal status while
Presidential Candidate Barack
other Americans do not? In my
Obama has been a long time supexperience, other immigrants are
porter of the DREAM ACT, a bill
less likely to be the target of this
that would allow certain young
kind of discrimination especially if
immigrants, who entered the counthey are of European or Canadian
try before or at the age of 15, to
descent.
obtain citizenship. Obama has
even supported other positive im- From personal experience, I have
migration reforms including a bill encountered countless immigrants
that would lower application fees who have suffered backlash from
for a family of four or more.
anti-immigrant sentiments esAbout a year and a half ago, many poused during the immigrations
immigration application fees were debates last year. One person, in
increased two-fold or more.
critical condition and in need of
medical services, was refused
Laws are being and have been promedical treatment until his family
posed which will legalize antimember went to retrieve a copy of
immigrant efforts. Immigration
his “Green Card.”
naysayers want laws to be passed
to require immigrants, whether
Where will it end? For starters, we
legal or illegal, to prove their im- as Africans must vote for fair immigration status before obtaining migration laws.
services. Even worse, some politicians have proposed limiting ser- By Nancy A. Addae, Attorney-atvices to citizens only.
Law, 619 S. LaSalle, Suite 103
Chicago,
IL
60605
As I write, there are legal African
312.427.7280/847.682.5057. The
immigrants and people of African
writer’s law firm is a full service
descent who cannot obtain medical
practice concentrating in immigraservices, or health insurance or
tion, real estate, personal injury
other services without proving
and bankruptcy law.

International Advocate
Global Financial Turmoil Taking
Lisa Schlein
Geneva

U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees Antonio Guterres warns
adverse economic, social and political trends threaten to trigger
large-scale displacement if the international community neglects the
world's poor.
Guterres says no one can live in
isolation in today's world. Globalization binds everyone together for
good or ill.

petuating violence. We are confronted with a series of interlinked

"It would be tragic if
the funds available to
the humanitarian
community as a
whole, and UNHCR
in particular, were to
decline at the very
time when the demands made upon us
are increasing so
dramatically."

Guterres says globalization has
lifted millions of people out of
poverty, but it has also widened
the gap between rich and poor.
And, this, he says is prompting a
growing number of people to leave
their homes in search of greater conflicts in an arc of crisis that
security and better opportunities. stretches from South-West Asia to
the Middle East and the Horn of
"Competition for scarce resources Africa. And, some of them are
has become an increasingly impor- deepening, with important implicatant factor in provoking and per- tions for global security. More lo4

Toll on Refugees, Displaced
calized disputes have flared up in
other parts of the world," said
Guterres. "Climate change, extreme poverty and conflict are becoming more and more interrelated. And, as a consequence,
forced displacement is increasing."

compared, for instance, to the
sums being spent-and it is necessary to do so - to bring stability to
the international financial system,"
he added. "It would be tragic if the
funds available to the humanitarian
community as a whole, and
UNHCR in particular, were to deGuterres says thousands of Africline at the very time when the decans have fled their homes this
mands made upon us are increasyear and gone to neighboring
ing so dramatically."
countries such as Botswana, Chad,
Kenya, South Africa and Zambia High Commissioner Guterres ends
in search of asylum or jobs. He with a stark warning. He notes a
says the work of the U.N. refugee hungry man is an angry man. And,
agency has become more difficult if the international community
and more expensive. He says ex- fails to meet the basic needs of the
penses have risen from $1.1 billion world's poor, he predicts more
in 2006 to $1.6 billion in 2008. social and political turmoil can be
expected in the years to come.
Guterres says high food and energy prices are putting the welfare
of refugees seriously at risk.
Lisa Schlein reports for VOA from
"At the same time, I must point out the annual U.N. Refugee
that the resources required to sup- Conference in Geneva.
port the 31 million people we care
for are very modest indeed when

Why the Richest
Continent is Also the Poorest
Miriam Mannak
Accra
Inter Press Service
Johannesburg

The ecological impact of natural
resource exploitation on the lives
of the poor in Africa and other regions is not being addressed sufficiently in aid effectiveness and development discussions, aid experts
say.
"Africa is known as one of the
richest parts of the world when it
comes to natural resources, yet it is
also the poorest region -- despite
the natural wealth and the aid
flow," said Charles Mutasa, executive director of the African Forum
and Network on Debt and Development (AFRODAD) - a Zimbabwe-based NGO working on Africa's debt problem.

The European Union has opened
its first immigration center outside
Europe, in Mali's capital, Bamako.
Thousands of young West Africans
try to make it into Europe illegally
each year and many die on the
way. The EU hopes the new centre
will help people find legal work in

Europe and cut down on illegal migration by warning about its dangers. It is also expected to encourage development within Mali,
which lies at the centre of key migration routes.
The BBC's West Africa correspondent Will Ross says young Malians
desperate for work would have
hoped this new centre would be a
recruitment agency, but at this
point the EU is stressing that no
specific job vacancies will be on
offer. In the future, however, European countries may recruit via the
Bamako office.
Spain is already doing this in Senegal by offering seasonal contracts
picking fruit or working in hotels
to several hundred people each
year, with demand so high it is in
effect a job lottery.

'Natural phenomenon'
Malian President Amadou Toumani Toure was in Bamako to open
the centre on Monday, as was EU
development commissioner Louis
Michel and French Immigration
Minister Brice Hortefeux.
Mr. Toure said Mali and France
"will have to find solutions to our
common problems".

"The ecological debt caused by
natural resource exploitation plays
a crucial role in this scenario," Mutasa added. "It keeps the continent
down, prevents the region from
breaking out of the circle of poverty, and triggers the need for more
aid."
The term ecological debt refers to
the debt accumulated by rich countries toward developing nations on
account of resource exploitation,
which often leads to environmental
problems such as air and water pollution.
"Very few parties that are part of
the development debate see the necessity of addressing ecological
debt and its impact on people's
lives," says Brenda Mofya, debt
cancellation activist and the writer
of a recent study on the ecological

"Let's be clear, a solution of 100%
security is not realistic but neither
is [a] 100% humanitarian solution,"
he was quoted as saying by AFP
news agency.
"The real trouble is finding work
for young people."
Mr. Michel said migration was a
natural phenomenon, as old as the
world and criticized the idea of creating what some refer to as
"Fortress Europe".
He said a repressive response to
migration was counter productive
and dangerous because he said it
would promote xenophobic or racist feelings.
Patrick Taran, a migration expert at
the International Labor Organization, said Europe - with its ageing
workforce - is increasingly realizing it needs workers of different
skill levels.
"It makes a lot more sense for people to come through legal channels
so that their rights are protected
and they can demand and receive
fair pay for their work," he told the
BBC's Network Africa program.

Risky routes
Thousands of young West Africans
set off from the north of Mali each
year across the Sahara Desert towards Europe.
They are often ill-prepared for the
journeys and many die on the way.
Traveling by sea from the West
African coast to the Canary Islands
is also a popular and risky route.
Young men from countries like
Ghana and Nigeria often pass
through Mali on their way to the
coast of Senegal or Mauritania,
where they are crammed into rickety fishing boats.
The Spanish coastguards recently
rescued a group of 230 young Afri-

impact of copper mining in Zambia. The report will be launched at
the end of September 2008.
Zambia is the world's seventh biggest producer of the metal. In 2007

the country generated 521,984 tonnes of copper; this year the government expects production to increase to 600,000 tonnes.
However, Mofya said, the Zambian
government and people are not seeing much from the wealth gener-

cans - the largest single boatload of
illegal immigrants to reach Spain.
A sharp increase in the cost of food
and fuel has recently made life
even harder for people in this region, our correspondent says.
In many West African countries,
even university graduates struggle
to find employment and a menial
job in Europe is therefore a surer
way of supporting a family. Many
observers say that making world

ated as most of the copper mines
are in hands of the private sector -including many foreign companies.
"The Zambian government receives only 0.06 percent of the annual profit. Meanwhile the mining
companies are getting richer, and
ecological problems keep accumulating. These things have a profound impact on people's lives,"
she said.
She told IPS about the poor air
quality in the copper belt, which
does not meet international standards.
"Fugitive mine dust and dumped
waste are causing health and environmental problems. We found that
of the 45 waste dumps, 32 are
overfull. This waste and fugitive
dust have a negative impact on water quality too."
According to Mutasa, rich countries involved in resource exploitation in Africa need to come to the
table and repay the debt that has
accumulated in Africa. "If we want
Africa to develop, we need to have
a critical and serious look at this
issue."

From Shipwreck
to Solidarity
Rafael Estefania

Rafael Quiroz can still vividly remember the day five years ago
when he and his wife discovered
the swollen corpses of 37 would-be
migrants washed up on a beach
near his home in southern Spain.
"It was horrible," he recalls.
"All those young people dead on
the seashore. We were horrified by
the sight of the dead, but also by
the thought of their families on the
other side."
They were the bodies of 37 Africans who, like many before them,
had drowned while attempting to
cross the treacherous Strait of Gibraltar, between Morocco and the

trade fairer is the best way to tackle
illegal migration as it would help
reduce the main cause - poverty.
Mali is one of the world's poorest
countries and growing cotton is a
popular livelihood.
But subsidies paid to US cotton
farmers make it almost impossible
for Malians to compete.
Sandro De Luca of the Romebased International Committee for
the Development of Peoples
(CISP) said it was too early to
judge the immigration centre initiative, but it would not solve the
problem of illegal migration alone.
People will continue to look for
ways of migrating without taking
into consideration the regulated
channel of doing this," he told the
BBC.
Story from BBC NEWS
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From Shipwreck to Solidarity (continued from page 5)
different.
"In the last 20 years, more than
80,000 people have died
trying to enter Europe by sea. Most
of those bodies lay unclaimed in
the mortuaries and were buried in
Spain without their families ever
knowing their whereabouts.
"We said to ourselves: 'Enough is
enough, we have to do something
to help,'" says Mr Quiroz.
After tracing the origins of the
dead immigrants, the couple found
out that 12 of them had come from
Hansala, a small mountain village
in the Beni Mellal region, one of
Morocco's poorest.
The area is known as the "triangle
of death" because of the high number of illegal immigrants it produces.
The Spanish couple decided to visit
the area and offer to help repatriate
the bodies of their relatives. When
they arrived in Hansala, they discovered a collection of derelict
houses scattered on the mountainside with no running water or electricity and an extremely poor, but
generous, population.
"The villagers shared with us the
little food they had, but the victims'
families were wary to talk to us
because they thought we were from
the Spanish government and that

Goin’ Home:
Blacks Without
Borders
Anna Otieno

Cora Vaughn, a successful African
American litigation lawyer in Chicago, Illinois, always dreamed of
living in South Africa. In fact, her
mental connection to the continent
was strong. But that wasn’t enough
– she desired a physical connection
as well. Vaughn was making a million dollars a year in the United
States and faced two options: stay
at her lucrative practice or open a
bed and breakfast in South Africa.
Vaughn moved from the United
States to South Africa. And she’s
not the only one.
Exactly what is “The American
Dream”? For some it’s the ability to
achieve one’s goals in America
through the simple combination of
freedom, opportunity and hard
work. For others it’s a notion that
ironically is best fulfilled abroad.
More and more African Americans
are leaving the United States to
chase the American dream … in
South Africa. And Blacks Without
Borders, a documentary produced
by Stafford U. Bailey and Judy
Thayer–Bailey of 20 Four Productions, has chronicled this movement
by following the journey twelve
African Americans who are living
fulfilling lives in South Africa.
“We thought it was important to see
6

we were de- speaker, who works as the local money."
manding money for the repatria- organizer for Solidaridad Directa in
Walking around the hills and pastion," remembers Mr Quiroz.
tures of Hansala, flocks of goats
It took a few journeys back to
and sheep are a common sight toHansala, and the help of a Berber They built a dispensary, day. A few years back, the animals
language speaker, to gain the trust an irrigation system and were too scarce and too old to susof the victims' families.
renovated the old school; tain the families in the village.
"It wasn't until several months later
The purchase of new and healthy
they started a system of animals with the funds of Solidarithat we managed to bring the bodies back to Hansala. The whole vil- grants, equivalent to the dad Directa has revived a dying
lage participated in the burial and
trade and has given many villagers
money a child would
mourning of the 12 young men.
the chance to make a living as
make
working
in
the
We felt like we became a part of
shepherds once again.
the village at that moment."
field, enabling parents to But most importantly, it has helped
send their children to change the perception of those people for whom the illegal crossing
New lease of life
school.
into Spain was the only real option
Returning the bodies was just the
to find work.
beginning of their work in Hansala.
"In only a few years, we have seen
They founded an NGO called Soli- Hansala.
a transformation on the way people
daridad Directa, used their own
"There are 170 families living in think about their future," Mr
savings and holidays, and, with the
Hansala today and everybody is Quiroz says.
help of some volunteers and the
part of the project and benefits "When I first arrived in Hansala,
villagers themselves, they set out to
from it," he told me as we walked people used to ask me to help them
improve the living conditions in
down the steep dirt path on the way to emigrate to Spain. Today they
Hansala.
to the new health centre.
want advice on how to set up a
They built a dispensary, an irriga- "A doctor comes up to Hansala business in Hansala."
tion system and renovated the old twice a week, the children go to It is still a work in progress in
school; they started a system of school, and we have started an as- Hansala, and life, despite the
grants, equivalent to the money a sociation to improve the living changes, is hard, especially in winchild would make working in the conditions of women. We are cur- ter when the cold bites and the rain
field, enabling parents to send their rently organizing workshops to makes the paths thick with mud.
children to school.
teach women how to make fruit But so far, not a single person from
preserves, so they can sell them in Hansala has attempted the strait
Said is the recipient of one such
the market and earn their own crossing since 2003.
grant and a self-taught Spanish
African Americans doing extremely
well – but also achieving their
goals. There’s more than just
what’s going on in The States.”
Stafford U. Bailey, director and coproducer of Blacks Without Borders
recently expressed the impetus behind the documentary. Too often
there are missed opportunities in
certain parts of the African American community – the chance to
travel abroad, the ability to fairly
provide for one’s family, and the
access to significant educational
and career resources. Furthermore,
this lack of opportunity has altered
the scope of what many believe is
possible. Bailey and Thayer-Bailey
created this documentary to display
the success of African Americans in
South Africa as well as the beauty
and opportunity within the country,
overcoming the fresh memories of
apartheid. The issues of South Africa such as xenophobia and the

“we thought it would be a great
idea to see the side that’s not seen a
lot.”
In 2006 and 2007, Bailey and
Thayer-Bailey traveled to South
Africa with cameras in tow in
search of unique stories of opportunity, success and hope. They explored Johannesburg, Cape Town,
Durban, Pretoria and Eastern Cape
and the stories each place had to
tell. Bailey and Thayer-Bailey
documented the beautiful land of
South Africa where certain parts
resemble Beverly Hills, the delicious food, the amazing lifestyles
of the twelve individuals and their
families, and the businesses these
folks have managed to successfully
lead. Perhaps the most significant
element they captured is the pain –
how the country is picking up the
pieces post-apartheid. It was barely
fifteen years ago when apartheid
was officially dismantled. But the
memories are still fresh while the
“The real beauty of my remnants are still present. One indiexperience is being able vidual in the documentary, Charles
Henderson has dedicated his life in
to see people for who
South Africa to addressing the scars
they really are – no mat- that apartheid left.
“The real beauty of my experience
ter what their backis being able to see people for who
ground. Just
they really are – no matter what
their background. Just being able to
being able to
experience the beauty of experience the beauty of humanity.”
humanity.”
In 1991, after completing Harvard
Business School, Charles Henderracial divide are also displayed, but son visited South Africa to visit
in a light that shines on progress friends and assist in a primary
and hope.
health care project sponsored by
And as Judy Thayer-Bailey stated,

Otis Elevators. In 1993 he moved to
South Africa for good. Henderson
is now the founder and managing
director of LEAD, a business that
facilitates workshops on leadership,
customer service, and overcoming
apartheid. And perhaps his past life
uniquely parallels the struggles and
turmoil of South Africa’s past in
such a way that he truly knows how
to address the individual and collective pain. As a teenager, Henderson
ran the streets of Harlem, New
York and found himself addicted to
drugs and caught in a dangerous
lifestyle. And though the cause may
be perpendicular, the effect is parallel – Henderson had to overcome
his painful past in order to push towards a better life. The people of
South Africa too, are doing the
same.
Blacks Without Borders is a documentary, but it also aims to be a
window of opportunity for African
Americans of all ages. Bailey and
Thayer-Bailey hope to show their
documentary to teenagers as well as
adults - just one glimpse may be
enough to stretch the international
potential of “The American
Dream.”
When Charles Henderson was
asked about what he would like
others to ultimately know about
South Africa and his personal experiences, he replied, “You have to
come and see for yourself, really.”
So what’s keeping you?
For more information please visit
www.BlacksWithoutBorders.net

Public Policy

State issues

UAO Supports New Americans Vote
2008 Issue Platform
The United African Organization
joins the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights and
allies in working towards the realization of the New Americans 2008
Issue Platform.

tion
Our broken immigration system
offers only limited ways to come to
the country legally.
Even though immigrants who qualify through family relationships or
work sponsorship must wait years
in multi-year backlogs and endure
Federal issues
torturous paperwork processing.
1. Build a pathway to citizenship Brothers and sisters of US citizens
for undocumented workers,
must wait at least twelve years to
families, and students
immigrate. We need to fix our imTwelve million immigrants in the migration laws to provide more
United States are prevented from
opportunities to those who want to
fully contributing to our society
come to rejoin their families and to
and participating in our democracy work to do so legally.
because they lack legal status. Immigrants who are merely trying to 3. Tear down the second wall to
citizenship by reducing the appliwork to support themselves and
cation fee and diminishing gridtheir families are under constant
threat of arrest, detention, and de- lock in background checks and
processing.
portation, and of being separated
from their families and communi- After unwisely increasing citizenties. Students who would otherwise ship fees by 70% last summer, US
Citizenship and Immigration Serhave bright futures as doctors,
teachers, and other trained profes- vices failed to prepare for the surge
sionals are thwarted from develop- of applications from immigrants
trying to beat the increase. As a
ing their full talents and realizing
their dreams. Our nation needs to result, waiting times for citizenship
offer a path for these immigrants to have more than doubled, and hundreds of thousands of immigrants
earn legal status and eventually
will be unable to get naturalized in
become full citizens.
time to vote this fall. Still more ap2. Unite immigrant families by
plicants are on hold due to unnecending visa backlogs and provid- essary name checks that have taring legal channels for immigrageted Arab immigrants and other

populations. We need to tear down
this “second wall” blocking citizenship for thousands of immigrants and preventing them from
fully participating in our democracy.
4. End the appalling treatment of
immigrants in detention centers
who are jailed without due process and held in inhumane conditions.
Recent articles in national media
outlets have detailed the shocking
conditions in which Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is
holding immigration detainees.
Dozens of detainees have died in
custody, while others go without
adequate medical care. Immigrants
have been separated from their
families, including nursing mothers
torn from their infant children. After the recent raid in Postville,
Iowa, hundreds of detainees were
held in a cattle fairground for
weeks while awaiting their court
dates. We need to reconsider our
detention policies so that fewer immigrants will be separated from
their families, and we need to restore humanity to the way we treat
those whom we do detain.

1. Integrate immigrants into our
economy by expanding access to
English classes and the citizenship process
Illinois is home to 1.8 million immigrants, 14% of the entire state
population. The State has already
taken many steps to enable immigrants to contribute to our economy and set down roots in our
community. The State can accelerate this integration process by bolstering its funding for English
classes, which offer immigrants a
key building block on the path to
success in the United States. The
State can also work with community organizations, through the
New Americans Initiative, to expand outreach and services for immigrants who want to take the ultimate step in becoming Americans,
applying for US citizenship.
2. Driver’s certificates for undocumented immigrant drivers.
Half a million Illinois drivers cannot get licenses to drive legally because they lack legal status. These
drivers must get to work, shop,
take their children to school, and
tend all the other transportation
needs that everyone else must
meet. As a matter of public safety,
we should make sure that these
drivers know the rules of the road,
get tested, get licensed, get insured,
and otherwise get prepared to drive
safely. Illinois should provide driving documents to the undocumented so all motorists will benefit.

SSI Extension for Refugees Signed into Law
clare that they are "making a good faith effort to
apply for citizenship" to the best of their physical and mental abilities. Persons who lost SSI
within the last 12 months should have their
benefits reinstated the following month. Those
who lost SSI more than 12 months ago but who
are 65 or older should also receive expedited
Humanitarian immigrants include refugees,
asylees, persons granted withholding of deporta- receipt of monthly benefits.
tion or removal, Cuban and Haitian Entrants,
While the new law will help many very vulnerAmerasians, and victims of trafficking in perable immigrants, advocates will continue to seek
sons. Current or former SSI recipients who
were granted any of these statuses may be eligi- legislation that repeals the time limits altoble for the extension. Those under 18 years old gether. Naturalization is unattainable for persons who cannot pass the citizenship test beor 70 years of age or older are eligible. Those
cause of their age, disability or other facwho are over 18 or under 70 are eligible if:
tors. The United States has invited refugees to
a) they have been a lawful permanent resident come, and has offered safe haven to other humanitarian immigrants. Our laws do not force
(green card holder) for less than six years; OR
SSI provides a lifeline of minimal income sup- b) they applied to become a lawful permanent indigent seniors or persons with disabilities who
resident (get a green card) within four years af- are citizens into destitution at the end of an arbiport for very low-income seniors and persons
trary time period. Similarly, we should not cut
with disabilities. Although humanitarian immi- ter you started receiving SSI; OR
c) they are or were granted status as a Cuban off support from refugees who, because of facgrants are among the few categories of immitors beyond their control, have not been able to
grants eligible to receive SSI under the restric- or Haitian Entrant OR
tive 1996 welfare law, their eligibility ends after d) they have been granted withholding of de- become citizens, despite their long presence in
the U.S.
a limited period. Congress rationalized the time portation or removal.
limits as providing an incentive for humanitarian immigrants to naturalize quickly; U.S. citi- Humanitarian immigrants who have lost their
For more information, contact the National
SSI due to the time limits can contact the Social Immigration Law Center.
zens are free from these arbitrary time limSecurity Administration (SSA) immediately to
its. However, citizenship is elusive for immiapply for the extended benefits by visiting their
grants who are caught in the Department of
local office or by calling 1-800-772-1213. The
Homeland Security's processing delays on applications for lawful permanent residence (LPR new law requires SSA to ask applicants to deRefugees and other humanitarian immigrants,
whose Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
benefits were available only during a seven-year
time period, may receive SSI for at least two
additional years. Under a new law effective October 1, 2008, humanitarian immigrants whose
SSI was cut off or who were denied SSI due to
the expiration of this time period should contact
the Social Security Administration (SSA) immediately to apply for the extension. The new law
provides a third year of benefits for humanitarian immigrants who have a naturalization application pending at the end of the two-year extension. The extensions of SSI eligibility expire in
the year 2011 under a sunset provision in H.R.
2608, "The SSI Extension for Elderly and Disabled Refugees Act."

or green-card status, a prerequisite for a citizenship application) or naturalization
(citizenship). The new law recognizes that humanitarian immigrants face destitution while
waiting for these applications to be processed.
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Election Matters
Both the Republican and Democratic platforms speak
briefly and in general terms about Africa.

Republican Party
Platform
Advancing Hope and Prosperity in
Africa
The great promise of Africa has
been dimmed by disease, hunger,
and violence. Republicans have
faced up to each of those challenges
because, in addition to humanitarian concerns, the U.S. has important security interests in the stability
and progress of African nations.
The devastating toll of HIV/AIDS
threatens to destabilize entire societies through large numbers of orphaned youths. In response, the
U.S. has become the unrivaled
leader in fighting the diseases that
are the scourge of much of the continent. Republican-sponsored legislation has brought jobs and investment to sub-Saharan Africa. To
continue that progress, we advocate
continued expansion of trade with
African nations.
Genocide must end. The horren-

DNC & RNC Africa Platform

dous suffering of the people in the
Darfur region of Sudan, as well as
less publicized human tragedies
elsewhere, calls for a far more energetic and determined response from
Africa's elected leaders. The United
States stands ready to assist them
with materiel, transportation, and
humanitarian supplies. We will
continue America's diplomatic efforts to secure a comprehensive and
humane settlement for the people of
the southern and western Sudan.
The promise of democracy and
freedom in Africa is diminished by
the government of Zimbabwe,
which has seized lands without
compensation, debased the currency, murdered and tortured its
people, and so intimidated voters
that free and fair elections are
impossible. We support sanctions
against this government, free elections, and the restoration of civil
government in Zimbabwe.
See http://www.gop.com/2008
Platform/NationalSecurity.htm
for these paragraphs in context.

Additional Sources on
Candidates' Positions on Africa

Democratic Party
Platform
Support Africa's Democratic
Development
U.S. engagement with Africa
should reflect its vital significance
to the U.S. as well as its emerging
role in the global economy. We recognize Africa's promise as a trade
and investment partner and the importance of policies that can contribute to sustainable economic
growth, job creation, and poverty
alleviation. We are committed to
bringing the full weight of American leadership to bear in unlocking
the spirit of entrepreneurship and
economic independence that is
sweeping across markets of Africa.
We believe that sustainable economic growth and development
will mitigate and even help to reverse such chronic and debilitating
challenges as poverty, hunger, conflict, and HIV/AIDS. We are committed to bringing the full weight of

American leadership to bear to
work in partnership with Africa to
confront these crises. We will work
with the United Nations and Africa's regional organizations to prevent and resolve conflict and to
build the capacity of Africa's weak
and failing states. We must respond
effectively when there is a humanitarian crisis particularly at this moment in Sudan where genocide persists in Darfur and the Comprehensive Peace Agreement is threatened.
Many African countries have embraced democratization and economic liberalization. We will help
strengthen Africa's democratic development and respect for human
rights, while encouraging political
and economic reforms that result in
improved transparency and accountability. We will defend democracy and stand up for rule of
law when it is under assault, such
as in Zimbabwe.
For this statement in context see:
http://www.democrats.org/a/party/
platform.html

Democratic Candidates Responses to
Council on Foreign Relations
The Candidates on U.S. Policy toward Africa Questionnaire on Africa, Sullivan Foundation
Town Hall Meeting October 2007
August 24, 2008
http://tinyurl.com/4d5txe
http://www.cfr.org/publication/14749/#2

Book Review: “The
Translator: A Tribesman’s
Memoir of Darfur
Dorcas Komo

If God must break your leg He will
at least teach you to limp…
In his opening line of the “The
Translator: A Tribesman’s Memoir
of Darfur”, Daoud Hari least prepares the reader for the tragic
events and resulting heartbreak.
The book chronicles Hari’s life as
a translator for journalists and
genocide investigators in the western Sudan region of Darfur and the
refugee camps of Chad. His experience is unbelievably true as he
comes close to death several times.

In 2003, the long festering enmity
between government forces and
civilians in Darfur became full
range genocide. Government
backed Janjaweed militia invaded
and burnt Hari’s village to the
ground. Many people die in this
conflict; young girls and women
are raped.

It is reported that between 200,000
and 400,000 people have been
killed, another two and a half million have been displaced. Hari
barely escapes. Unsafe from the
rebels and his government, he beBefore the war, Hari, his friends gins to make his way out of the
and family led a simple, but nor- country:
mal life. He remembers racing his
favorite camel in the desert and It says everything about this land
wrestling other village youngsters to know that even the mountains
under the moon after completing are not to be trusted, and that the
his chores. During wedding feasts crunching sound under your
that lasted for nights Hari fondly camel’s hooves is usually human
remembers women in his village bones, hidden and revealed as the
wearing bright colors for the joy- wind pleases.
ous occasions that weddings were.
However, this peaceful existence In a harrowing tale, he describes
was shattered by the war forcing his escape from the hands of rethese very women to wear drab bels, and how he led other survibrown clothes that blended with vors to the safety of refugee camps
the desert colors for safety.
in Chad. Using his knowledge of
continued on page 10
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Ugandans are Soccer
Champs!
The Ugandan soccer team,
Chicago Cranes, defeated the Liberian team, Leon Stars, by 2
goals to 1 in the just concluded
World Soccer League in Chicago.
In a dazzling display of talent and
physical stamina, the young and
defending champions of the Chicago Cranes dominated the thrill-

ing game for much of the ninety
minutes.
The exciting first half ended scoreless with missed opportunities by
the Ugandans, but perfectly defending their winning record when
wingman John Nsimbi, aka Y2K,
sent a precision cross to dangerous
striker Diop, who wasted no time

Community Updates
to score the Crane’s 1st goal.
The goal sent a shock wave
through the Liberian camp.
Under persistent pressure from the
determined Ugandans, the Liberian
team conceded a second goal from
a sharp cross by Wale Fnu, which
was headed into the opponents’ net
by Baker in the 69th minute.
As tension mounted, a fight broke
out in the 73rd minute, when the

Leon Stars disagreed with the referee’s ruling. Another fight broke
out in the 78th minute, forcing the
referee to call the game in favor of
Cranes.
The Ugandans won the championship cup for the 3rd time in seven
years.
Frank Ebai was declared the Most
Valuable Player of the championship this year.

Chicago Cranes

Liberians in US
Elect New
Leadership
On Saturday, October 4th, Liberians attending the 34th General Assembly of the Union of Liberian
Associations in the Americas
(ULAA) in Pittsburgh elected Anthony V. Kesselly, President and
Gaye Sleh, Vice President in a
landslide victory. The Assembly
ran from October 3-5.
Gaye Sleh, Jr. is the current
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the United African Organization (UAO).
“The new ULAA leadership will

most vulnerable in Sierra Leone,”
said Musa Mansaray, president of
the SLCAC. “We must always remain committed to the mission of
our association and support worthy
causes back home.”

Kesselly and his team, including regional vice
presidents, national treasurer, national secretary,
national executive vice
president, and national
president were elected for
a two-year term.
In his brief victory speech,
Kesselly extended an olive
branch to aggrieved
ULAA members, asking
them to join him move the
organization’s goals forward. “My arms are open. Please
join us,” he appealed.
The 34th General Assembly of
ULAA kicked off with a preelections debate with the two
Presidential candidates who dis-

“The shipment is meant to underscore the association’s ongoing
efforts to expand our impact in the
areas of education and public
health in Sierra Leone,” added
Rosemarie Tamba, Chair of the
Board of Directors of the SLCAC.
Delegates at the Assembly

continue the fight for thousands of
Liberians who faced with threat of
deportation in March 2009, when
the current temporary status provided by the United States government expires.
There were thirteen chapters
represented at the Assembly with
more than 80 delegates in attendance.

Chicago-based
Sierra Leoneans
Support Worthy
Cause

Anthony Kesselly (Right) President Elect and Gaye Sleh, Jr.
(Left), Vice President Elect of Union of Liberians Associations
in the Americas

work with the UAO to advocate
on public policy issues that impact the growing African community in the US,” said Sleh, Jr..

agreed on some vital issues, but
did not indulge in personal attacks
that could have alienated their
focus on the main issues.
The new leadership promised to

The Sierra Leone Community Association of Chicago (SLCAC) is a
501(c)(3) tax-exempt not-for-profit
organization, incorporated in the
State of Illinois for the purpose of
providing charitable and educational services to Sierra Leonean
immigrants and refugees.
The SLCAC strengthens the vitality of the Sierra Leonean community in Chicago by organizing various programs and services such as
immigration and citizenship education, career counseling, resume
writing and job search, resource
connection and legal referrals, as
well as programs geared toward
the youth and the elderly.

The Sierra Leone Community Association of
Chicago (SLCAC) recently shipped thirteen
barrels of clothes and
shoes to a rural village
in the northern region of
Sierra Leone. The shipment was part of the association’s effort to support underserved rural
schools and clinics.
“We are extremely pleased
to make a difference in the
lives of the needy and

Sierra Leone Community Association
with barrels
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Obama’s Presidency Will Inspire Africans (continued from page 3)
visit, Obama and his wife took AIDS tests in
order to encourage the people to do so. He is
the pride of his people, and during the visits he
mingled freely with members of his family, engaged in customary rites and addressed the
Kenyan Parliament. In speeches, he warned
against corruption and assured communities of
support in their development programs. He has
six half brothers and sisters in Kenya.

or whom the years that followed may have lost
hope, this movement and his moment is a testament to the power and vision of Martin Luther
King Jr.,” he said.

More than any American
politician, Obama has
brought the spotlight to Africa
and enabled it to catch the
eye of Americans in no other
better way.

Senator Emil Jones, Jr., president of the Illinois
Senate, has been highly supportive of Obama.
At a recent meeting, he described Obama as his
adopted son, and he is proud to have contrib- cana Encyclopedia and his wife was the direcuted to his early political growth when Obama tor of Ghana Television.
In addition to Kenya, Obama has visited a num- served in the Illinois General Assembly.
In recognition of his immense contributions to
ber of African countries including South Africa, Ethiopia and Chad, where he stressed that “He is a remarkable man,” he said, adding that the Black cause, he was given a state burial in
Africans ultimately must be responsible for when he assumes the U.S. presidency, the fate Ghana, an honor which would have been dehelping themselves. “He is truly a son of Af- of black people not only in the U.S. but world nied him in the U.S.
wide, would change.
rica,” declared Kenya TV of Obama.

King and Obama
Although Obama has run an essentially nonracial campaign, he has not lost sight of the historic moment which has been made possible by
the sacrifices of thousands of people before
him, including the late civil rights leader, Dr.
Martin Luther King. He recognized the 45th
anniversary of the “March on Washington”
where King made his famous “I have a Dream”
speech, which laid the foundation of the civil
rights movement that Obama clearly culminates.

Ghana’s Nkrumah and Obama’s
Slogans

Obama’s Impact on Africans
Following the path of earlier leaders, Barack
Obama has chosen to participate in the American political process, and if he is elected as the
next U.S. president it would usher a new chapter in U.S.-African relations. Also, it would encourage more people of African descent to run
for political office, aspire to own businesses
and social services to improve the lot of their
people and restore their dignity.

In terms of worldwide black struggle, one is
tempted to draw a parallel of some sorts between Obama’s leadership in the U.S. and the
leadership of Kwame Nkumah, Ghana’s first
president, in the African liberation struggle. In
part, Obama’s acceptance speech in which he
declared repeatedly, “Now is the time” bore
resemblance to Nkrumah’s demand, “Self Government Now” for Ghana.
More than any American politician, Obama has
brought spotlight to Africa and enabled it to
Nkrumah’s slogan was the rallying cry that ac- catch the eye of Americans in no other better
celerated the struggle for Ghana, then the Gold way. His election would inspire Africans to
Coast, to become Africa’s first country south of greater heights. May the hand of God the Althe Sahara to achieve independence in 1957.
mighty Mighty and our ancestors guide Barack
Obama to victory and steer him away from the
Trained and educated in the U.S., Nkrumah, evil one.
who was no stranger to the toils and struggle of
Black people, stated that, “the black man is ca- Nii Okaijah is an educator and journalist from
pable of managing his own affairs.”
Ghana. He is a former news editor of the

“It is that promise that 45 years ago today that
brought Americans from every corner of the
land to stand together on a Mall in Washington
before Lincoln’s memorial and hear a young
preacher from Georgia speak of his dream,”
Obama noted. “What people heard that day was
that America, our destiny is inextricably linked
that together our dreams can be one.” With his
voice rising as he spoke these words, the crowd
Declaring Ghana as a country for all black peostood and thousands waved American flags.
ple, Nkrumah attracted to the African nation
Obama was two in 1963 at the time of the hundreds of African Americans, including
March on Washington, but Rep. John Lewis, a W.E.B. DuBois, the great African American
veteran civil rights leader, is proud of Obama’s activist/scholar. Coincidentally, DuBois died in
commitment to the movement. “For those of us Ghana on the day of the March of Washington.
who stood on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial Du Bois served as the Director-General of Afri-

Ghana Broadcasting Corporation. Published in
many American newspapers, Okaijah teaches
communication courses at universities and
colleges.

Book Review (continued from page 8)
Arabic, English and Zaghawa, his mother tion with an old friend who has been away on a
tongue, Hari wages a peaceful war against his long trip. He savors the tiniest of moments; like
lying down on his own mattress or drinking a
tyrants.
strong cup of tea. Throughout the book, he conHari is no stranger to death. He relives his brush
stantly uses the pronoun “you” when addressing
with death recalling an attack on his village,
the reader, making the conversation with his
where people were blown to pieces, by governreaders very personal. In these pages, Hari’s
ment forces when he was only thirteen. The
love for life shines through. He is constantly
book is sprinkled with witty reflections over
engaging the reader in thought by strategically
life, living and death.
posing questions on friendship, family and exisTelling his people’s story becomes his sole pur- tence.
pose living. He becomes a wanted man for
You have to find a way to laugh a little bit each
speaking the truth. Despite this, Hari helps
day despite everything, or your heart will simply
journalists into Darfur and Chad refugee camps
run out of the joy that makes it go.
several times.
In 2006, Hari w
Despite all the hardships Hari remains optimisas guiding two-time Pulitzer winner Paul
tic, challenging the reader to choose agency
Salopek, who was reporting on the conflict in
over passivity.
The Chad for the National Geographic, when
His sense of humor is a welcome relief under
together with their driver they captured by govthe grave circumstances and the tragedy that is
ernment forces. For months they were held capDarfur. When an irate militant holds a gun to his
tive with little food and water: during this time
temple but his commander spares Hari’s life, he
they were interrogated and tortured. Their caprecounts the joy of not being shot when he is
tivity ends when mounting pressure from the
suspected of being a spy. He reflects:
international community forces their captors to
release them.
To not get killed is a very good thing. It makes
you smile again and again, foolishly, helplessly,
Reading Hari’s story is like having a conversa10

for several hours.
Hari acknowledges that he cannot tell every
Darfuri story that needs telling, but breaking the
shroud of silence in Darfur is one step closer to
resolving the conflict. He lends his voice to
those who cannot tell their stories, from the
mother with three children to the father who
watched his daughter get killed by the rebels. Hari humanizes the Darfur conflict from a
very personal perspective; something a news
report could not possible do. He brings the message of suffering in Darfur to your doorstep,
urging people to take action.
Hari joins the ranks of Immaculee Ilibagiza of
“Left to Tell” in telling the plight of people living under the threat of annihilation at the hands
of their governments.
The Translator: A Tribesman’s Memoir of Darfur by Daoud Hari. Random House. An excerpt,
guides and other resources are available at
www.randomhouse.com. A copy of this book is
available in audio book download, e-book,
hardcover and trade paper back.

Women & Lupus
Rosemarie Mamei Tamba,
RN, BSN, MSN

Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
(SLE) is simply referred to as lupus and also called the “great imitator” because its symptoms vary
so widely that it often mimics or is
mistaken for other disorders. The
symptoms come and go unpredictably. The person suffering
from lupus can go untreated for
years because of the variation in
the symptoms. The disease affects
both men and women but it predominately affects women, especially women of childbearing
age.
The disease is more common
among African American women.
It is estimated to affect one out of
every 1,000 Caucasian women and
one out of every 250 African
American women from 18 to 65

years of age. The survival rates
have improved remarkably with
the advance of health research and
development of more accurate
monitoring test s and treatments.
Over one half of the
women with lupus have permanent
damage in one or more organ systems.
Lupus is a chronic autoimmune
disease. The condition is characterized by chronic inflammation of
the body tissues. There is a period
of active disease called “flare”,
followed by periods of remission.
The immune system turns against
part of the body it is designed to
protect. The immune system produces antibodies against healthy
cells and tissues. These antibodies,
called auto antibodies, contribute
to the inflammation of various
parts of the body.
Persons with lupus produce abnor-

Health Matters
mal antibodies in their blood that
target tissues within their own
body rather than foreign infectious
agents. The antibodies and the
inflamed cells can involve tissues
anywhere in the body; the disease
affects variety of areas of the body
which include the skin, heart,
lungs, kidneys, joints and/or nervous system.
The symptoms range from mild to
severe that come and go over
time. Each person with SLE has
slightly different symptoms and a
person can be classified with lupus
if she meets four of the following
criteria:
• Painful or swollen joints
(arthritis)
• Muscle pain
• Unexplained fever
• Red rashes
• Reynaud’s phenomenon (pale
or purple finger or toes from
cold or stress)
• Sensitivity to the sun (rashes
can first develop or worsen

•
•
•
•
•
•

with sun exposure)
Chest pain with deep
breathing
Unusual loss of hair
Edema in the legs or around
the eyes
Mouth ulcers
Extreme fatigue
Lymphadenopathy

Diagnosis of SLE requires a thorough health history, physical examination and laboratory tests by
the healthcare provider. People
diagnosed with SLE can maintain
a high quality life overall. Living
healthy requires extra effort and
care for people with SLE.
For more information on lupus,
please contact:
National Institute of Arthritis and
Musculoskeletal and Skin Disease
(NIAMS)
Information Clearinghouse
National Institutes of Health
1-877-226-4267

Announcement
Northwestern Program of African Studies 60th Anniversary
Launch
Beginning in October 2008, the
Program of African Studies at
Northwestern University in Evanston will kick-off the celebration of
its 60th anniversary. Founded in
October 1948, the Program of African Studies was funded by a grant
from the Carnegie Corporation to
bring together research and teaching on Africa across all disciplines
at Northwestern and abroad. A
few years later, in 1954, the Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies was dedicated and has
since become an invaluable resource to scholars today. Since its
founding, the Program of African
Studies has flourished into a dynamic center for interdisciplinary
research on Africa and one of the
most comprehensive libraries of
Africana in the world.
On October 21, 2008, PAS will
begin the year long celebration
with a performance by the world
renowned Soweto Gospel Choir at
Cahn Auditorium. Tickets are on
sale through the Pick Staiger box
office, www.pickstaiger.com.
The celebration will continue as
PAS welcomes back three former
directors, John Paden, David
Cohen, and Jane Guyer who will
share the challenges and successes
during their time at PAS with a
panel on October 23rd at the Program of African Studies.
The 60th celebration kick-off week
ends with the Launch Party and

Keynote Speech, entitled “African Solidarity and Human
Rights: True, False
and Irresponsible"
delivered by Dr. Abdullahi Ahmed AnNa’im, professor of
law at Emory University. Held at the
Orrington hotel ballroom, the party will
bring together faculty, alumni, students, and members
of the community to
celebrate the legacy
of PAS.
Throughout the year
the celebration will
continue with many
exciting events. In
November PAS will
open an exhibit
displaying the art of
the program, the
library archives, and
collectors in the
community. The
exhibit, entitled ‘Focus on Africa:
Celebrating 60 Years at Northwestern’ will open with a party on November 7th at 5:30 pm at the Dittmar Gallery, Norris Center.
The celebration will continue with
conference on January 6-7th entitled ‘Africa in Motion: Global
Health, Markets and Human
Rights’ and documentary film
about PAS founder Melville J.
Herskovits on January 13th.
On February 27th, PAS will present
the local favorites, Muntu Dance

Company.
On March 14th, there will be a Storytellers Festival with workshops
and performances.
In April PAS plans to present a
reading by Nervous Conditions author Tsisti Dangarembga,.
May 15 th -16 th PAS presents
‘Zenzele: A Story for My Daughter’ an adaptation of the novel by a
NU student.

Food Festival on the East Lawn of
the Norris Center at Northwestern.
There will also be numerous lectures throughout the year.
Please find the complete list of
events for the 60th anniversary
website at www.northwestern.edu/
pasanniversary. If you have any
questions or would like to be
mailed our printed calendar of
events, please call 847-491-7323.

Finally, in May will be the African
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Advocate at Work

Serving the Community:
Outreach and Interpretation
Kujang Laki

The United African Organization
(UAO) has a new face on the scene
- Fatou Diallo. Fatou began as a
volunteer with UAO and would go

Fatou Diallo

on to function as a full-time Program Associate for Outreach and
Interpretation (O&I).
Fatou’s role is to act as a liaison
between Chicago’s African com-

Food

12

there is no age limit to go back to
“Many people are scared,” said Fa- school. “I just decided to go back to
tou. “They are scared in the sense school. This is more important to
that by applying for public services, me.”
it will affect their immigration papers.”

She wants everyone to know that
she really just wants to be an advocate and aid Chicago’s African immigrant and refugee population in
munity and UAO. Her outreach
terms of applying for Medicare,
activities will range from meeting
food stamps, and WIC.
with business owners and leaders in
the African community to dissemi- “Many immigrants fail to seek pubnating information about State pro- lic assistance due to the belief that
grams and services.
it will interfere with their future
plans of obtaining permanent resi“I love my job. I’m meeting a lot of dency or citizenship,” said Fatou.
good people,” says Fatou with a
generous smile. “I think this pro- Fatou is from Guinea and has been
gram will continue to grow and I in the United States for few years.
will be able to help it get to the next She has been a hair braider. After
level.”
realizing that it can boost her income immensely, she went on to
UAO hopes that with Fatou’s
even own a hair braiding shop in
knowledge of the community and
Chicago’s south side called Fatou
multilingual skills, more African
African Hair Braiding. She curimmigrants and refugees will get to
rently attends Harold Washington
know about State-funded programs
College while pursuing a degree in
and services.
nursing. She hopes to transfer to
Diallo admits that although she Loyola University or University of
loves her job tremendously, she has Illinois in Chicago in her efforts to
faced some opposition and skepti- become a registered nurse. She
cism from some business owners in states that her decision to go back
the African community.
to school was quite simple and

“Many immigrants
fail to seek public assistance due to the belief that it will interfere with their future
plans of obtaining permanent residency or
citizenship,”

Although she is pursuing a degree
in nursing, she would like to help
make UAO a true success story in
Chicago.
“UAO is such an amazing alliance
that is working tirelessly to eliminate the marginalization of my African people and so I will continue
to work for the organization as long
as I can,” affirmed Fatou.
Fatou Diallo can be reached at
fatou.diallo@uniteafricans.org
or 312-949-9980.

