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Daniel Volman & William Minter 
 
At the end of President Barack 
Obama's inauguration ceremony, 
civil rights leader Reverend Jo-
seph Lowery invoked the hope of 
a day 'when nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, when 
tanks will be beaten into tractors'. 
No one expects such a utopian 
vision to materialize any time 
soon. But both Obama and Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton have 
spoken eloquently of the need to 
emphasize diplomacy over a nar-
row military agenda. In her con-
firmation hearing, Cl inton 
stressed the need for 'smart 
power', perhaps inadvertently 
echoing Obama's opposition to 
the invasion of Iraq as a 'dumb 
war'. Even top US military offi-
cials, such as chairperson of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike 
Mullen, have warned against 
overly militarizing US foreign pol-
icy. 
In practice, such a shift in em-
phasis is certain to be inconsis-
tent. At a global level, the most 
immediate challenge to the credi-
bility of change in foreign policy is 
Afghanistan, where promised 
troop increases are given little 
chance of bringing stability and 
the country risks becoming 
Obama's 'Vietnam'. Africa policy 
is for the most part under the ra-
dar of public debate. But it also 
poses a clear choice for the new 
administration. Will de facto US 
security policy toward the conti-
nent focus on anti-terrorism and 
access to natural resources and 
prioritize bilateral military rela-
tions with African countries? Or 
will the United States give priority 
to enhancing multilateral capacity 
to respond to Africa's own urgent 
security needs? 
If the first option is taken, it will 
undermine rather than advance 
both US and African security. 
Taking the second option won't 

 

Kujang Laki 
 
The African Festival of the Arts, 
one of Chicago’s largest four-day 
events, will be held over the La-
bor Day weekend, Sept. 4 – 7, 
2009 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at 
Washington Park around 51st 
and Cottage Grove in Chicago. 
This year marks the 20th Annual 
Chrysler Financial African Festi-
val of the Arts Africa hosted by 
Africa International House (AIH).  
 
The theme of this year’s event is 
“History, Traditions and Leg-
ends,” which, according to Festi-
val Producer and Africa Interna-
tional House President Patrick 
Woodtor, is indicative of the cul-
tural influence of Africa from an-
cient times through present day 
and beyond. 
 
“This year’s Festival represents 
20 years of our mission to edu-
cate our audiences about Africa, 
the cradle of all civilization, while 
celebrating her significance and 
impact on mankind,” said Wood-
tor. 
 
The African Festival of the Arts 
celebrates Africa and Africans 
throughout the Diaspora and 

especially in Chicago. Washing-
ton Park, located a stone’s throw 
from President Obama’s Hyde 
Park neighborhood, will be trans-

formed into an African village 
filled with artists and artisans, 
music, dance, drumming, the 
exotic aroma of African cuisine 
and more than 250,000 festival-
goers seeking to experience the 
continent and culture of Africa. 
 
Woodtor attributes the festival’s 
success to its longstanding abil-
ity to bring people together and 
motivate them to learn about 

African culture and heritage. “It’s 
a good ambiance, it’s like you 
are somewhere in Africa and for 
those four days it does not feel 

like you are in America 
and by the time you 
step outside you are 
encountered by the 
same realities,” Wood-
tor commented. 
Woodtor believes that 
the African Festival of 
the Arts is a program 
that really highlights 
African culture for peo-
ple from all over the 
world. He also notes 
that the program 
draws crowds from all 
over due to its varied 
entertainment. “There 
are not too many pro-
grams where you go 

and see so many things in one 
place,” said Woodtor. “It’s a 
good program and one of the 
oldest; it’s kind of like an image 
and it has become a tradition. 
People come for the entertain-
ment, people come for the food, 
and people come just for fun at 
the end of summer.” 
As in the past, the Festival offers 
something for everyone. At the 
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Dayo Laoye - Official Artist of the Festival 

Commentary 

Kujang Laki & Alie Kabba 
 
Mike Murnane is a man with a 
clear mission. As Director of Eth-
nic and Regional Outreach for 
Chicago 2016, his daily calendar 
often looks like Safari trails in 
the Serengeti National Park, al-
ways on the move to market 
Chicago as a true global city and 
worthy of hosting the 2016 
Olympics. 
 
Murnane believes that the 2016 
Olympic Games will aid in boost-
ing Chicago tourism count by 
pointing out that all previous 
host cities have seen an increase 
in their tourism. “People will see 
the beaches, restaurants, differ-
ent neighborhoods and commu-
nities in the city, and will want to 
visit where the Olympics were 
held,” said Murnane. “That’s 
what happened with Barcelona, 
which is the most visited city in 

Western Europe right now.” 
 
Chicago 2016, a privately funded 
organization, is now working 

tirelessly with the city of Chicago 
to bring the 2016 Olympic and 
Paralympic games to Chicago. 
 
In December 2008, Chicago an-
nounced the results of an inde-
pendent economic impact study 
for hosting the 2016 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games. The 
study found that the Games are 
expected to stimulate $22.5 bil-
lion of incremental economic ac-
tivity in the state of Illinois - 
$13.7 billion in Chicago alone - 
during the 11-year span of 2011 
through 2021. The study also 
found that 315,000 new job-
years (for example, one job that 
lasts two years equals two job 
years) will be created during this 
period. Of the 315,000 job-
years, 172,000 are expected to 
occur in Chicago. So just what 
does it do for the city of Chicago 
2017, 2020, 2030 and what does 

2016 Olympic Games in Chicago 

Mike Murnane 

continued on page 12 
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L’ Afrique, Obama et les Etats Unis 

ROME, 15 juillet (Xinhua) -- Le 
Bénin pourrait devenir un jour 
autosuffisant en riz et même ex-
porter les excédents de sa pro-
duction rizicole grâce à une 
stratégie d'intensification de la 
production et de la commerciali-
sation des semences de riz de 
qualité, affirment les experts de 
l'Organisation des Nations Unies 
pour l'alimentation et l'agricul-
ture (FAO). 
Un projet FAO d'un montant 
d'un demi-million de dollars doit 
en effet aider ce pays d'Afrique 
de l'Ouest, à partir de septembre 
2009, à atteindre un objectif am-
bitieux : produire 300.000 ton-
nes de riz - soit plus du double 
de la production actuelle - à 
l'horizon 2011. Et pour cela, il 
faudra produire annuellement 
plus de 2.200 tonnes de 
semences de riz de qualité, 
précise la FAO dans un commu-
niqué. 
L'intensification de la production 
nationale de riz s'imposait dans 
le contexte international de 
hausse des prix des denrées ali-
mentaires. Et ce, d'autant plus 
qu'au Bénin, comme dans 
d'autres pays d'Afrique de 
l'Ouest, la production de riz est 
loin de satisfaire la demande qui 
ne cesse d'augmenter. 
Selon les chiffres de la FAO, les 
importations de riz en Afrique de 

Le Bénin Pourrait Devenir Autosuffisant en Riz 

l'Ouest ont atteint 6 millions de 
tonnes en 2001 et les projec-
tions montrent que cette quan-
tité sera de 11 millions de ton-
nes en 2010. 
Pour réduire la facture des im-
portations de riz du Bénin (près 
de 240.000 tonnes en 2004, 
selon les derniers chiffres offi-
ciels disponibles), il fallait ex-
ploiter au mieux les potentialités 
rizicoles du pays. 
Selon les experts de la FAO, 
celles-ci lui permettraient non 
seulement de satisfaire les beso-
ins de la consommation locale 
mais aussi d'exporter les ex-
cédents vers les marchés sous-
régionaux et régionaux. 
Toujours selon les experts, si le 
Bénin exploitait tout son poten-
tiel en production de riz, le gain 
net qui en dériverait serait de 
plus de 55 millions de dollars. 
Car ce pays n'exploite que 8% 
de cette potentialité alors qu'il 
dispose de plus de 322. 000 hec-
tares de terres rizicultivables 
dont 205.000 hectares de bas-
fonds et 117.000 hectares de 
plaines inondables. 
Le riz est donc l'une des plus 
importantes filières retenues 
comme prioritaires dans le plan 
de relance du secteur agricole. 
Et le projet de la FAO, qui en-
courage la production de 
semences de qualité tout en fa-

cilitant l'accès des paysans à ces 
semences, vient consolider les 
efforts déployés par le gou-
vernement du Bénin qui s'est 
fixé comme objectif prioritaire la 
réduction des importations de 
riz. 
A moyen terme, l'augmentation 
de la production de semences de 
riz de qualité devrait accroître la 
production annuelle de riz pour 
une couverture des besoins à 
70%. En outre, cela améliorera 
le statut social des producteurs 
grâce à l'accroissement de leurs 
revenus et rendra compétitif le 
riz produit localement. 
Enfin, l'Association de dévelop-
pement du riz en Afrique de 
l'Ouest (ADRAO) certifie que la 
teneur en protéine du riz obtenu 
avec des semences qualité, no-
tamment la variété NERICA, est 
très forte comparée aux variétés 
de riz traditionnelles. 
Le NERICA est issu d'un croise-
ment entre une espèce asiatique 
et une espèce africaine. Il a un 
cycle de croissance réduit, un 
haut rendement, une résistance 
aux maladies et aux insectes et 
une adaptation aux terres 
acides. De plus, étant résistant à 
la sécheresse, le riz NERICA 
semble être le mieux adapté aux 
conditions socio-économiques et 
agro-écologiques des riziculteurs 
béninois. 

Musengeshi Katata 
 
Quelle que soit la politique des 
Etats Unis envers l’Afrique, le 
continent doit mettre sur pied 
s e s  p r o p r e s  p r i n c i p e s 
idéologiques par rapport à l’exer-
cice du pouvoir, et surtout met-
tre à jour sa stratégie politique, 
économique, éducative et pro-
fessionnelle de développement. 
A la longue, on se demande ce 
qui se passe dans la tête des 
élites africaines si celles-ci, sans 
plan et sans principes directeurs 
réalistes et ambitieux, se lancent 
ouvertement dans la confronta-
tion actuelle de convivialité inter-
nationale, face à des cultures 
opportunistes et depuis des 
siècles nettement plus évoluées.  
Cette vacance de concept, ce 
manque d’objectifs discutés et 
éprouvés a des conséquences 
qui désorientent autant qu’elles 
pervertissent, notamment en 
créant et en entretenant des 
courants et des tendances tribal-
istes ou en laissant libre cours à 
la corruption et à l´exercice ca-
balistique ou roturière du pou-
voir.  
 
Or si le pouvoir est malade, 
c´est toute l´orientation sociale 
qui en souffre. Ce qui ne profite 
qu´à ceux qui aiment le chaos et 
le désordre et qui en profitent 
pour piller les ressources d’un 
pays.  

Une chose est certaine : si elle 
ne forme pas l´esprit et les con-
ditions dialectiques et critiques 
objectives de sa situation ac-
tuelle, de même si elle n’élabore 
pas les nécessités qu´il faut en-
treprendre pour en sortir, 
l´Afrique continuera à voguer de 
défaites en illusions sans parve-
nir à comprendre que le moteur 
de toute évolution sociale se 
trouve dans l´économie, la cré-
ativité scientifique et technique 
et leur mise au service de la so-
ciété. 
 
Ne pas apprendre aujourd´hui 
aux enfants la beauté du savoir, 
les avantages de la discipline et 
l´amour de la précision, par ex-
emple, c´est se priver demain 
de montres, de machines 
précises et sophistiquées. Parce 
que, notamment, leur création 
nécessite non seulement 
l´intelligence, mais aussi un 
amour particulier de l´infiniment 
petit précis et fonctionnel. 
  
Toute l´Afrique passe à côté de 
ce problème que je considère 
comme fondamental ; et je me 
demande pourquoi. Car il 
n´existe pas de liberté qui soit 
importable ou qui soit faite à 
l´étranger en prêt-à-porter ou à 
consommer pour réaliser les at-
tentes et les rêves de ceux que 
cette liberté ne connaît pas. Cela 
n´existe pas. L´importation irrai-

sonnée et sans contrôle appau-
vrit plutôt, parce qu´elle dévore 
les accumulations économiques 
d´un pays et l´empêche donc de 
créer l´emploi ou financer et 
employer les hauts techniciens 
nécessaire au développement !  
A propos des Etats Unis, et 
même de Barack Obama, il ne 
faut pas oublier qu´il est Améri-
cain malgré tout. Croire que le 
progrès nous serait fait par 
d´autres ou que ceux-ci vi-
endraient nous relever des ef-
forts intellectuels et rationnels 
qu´il nous faut pour aller de 
l´avant... c´est une bien belle 
illusion qui, à la longue, tue bien 
certainement en étouffant notre 
développement.  
 
La confiance, dit-on, ne se 
donne pas ; elle se mérite. Notre 
histoire nous a donné plus 
d´une raison d´être regardant 
quant à tous ceux qui se disaient 
nos amis. Aussi, quel que soit 
l´étranger ou l´ami qui nous cô-
toie, notre amour envers les nô-
tres et notre sens incessible et 
profond des devoirs que nous 
avons envers nous-mêmes ne 
doivent jamais être ni sous es-
timés, ni un seul instant perdus 
de vue. En aucun cas.  
 
* Musengeshi Katata - Muntu wa 
Bantu, Bantu wa Muntu"  
www.realisance.afrikblog.com 
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Obama was perceived as being in 
denial about the importance of 
such African-American concerns 
as affirmative action and repara-
tions for past injustices. At Afri-
can-American public meetings to 
grade Obama's performance dur-
ing those 100 days, some graded 
him as low as C- others gave him 
an Incomplete. 
But in fairness to President 
Obama some of his most impor-
tant policies are bound to benefit 
millions of African-Americans, al-
though the policies were not spe-
cifically focused on African-
Americans. His aspiration to make 
health service as affordable and 
universal as possible is bound to 
benefit hundreds of thousands of 
uninsured African-Americans. His 
plan to make college education 
more affordable is also bound to 
benefit generations of young 
Blacks, if Obama succeeded. In-
deed, many of these policies are 
likely to yield greater benefits to 
African-Americans than even af-
firmative action which has tended 
to benefit white women more 
than Black Americans. 
With regard to health policies af-
fecting the African continent, 
Obama has a tough act to follow 
when compared with George W. 
Bush. Perhaps at a moment of 
weakness, President Bush per-
suaded Congress to allocate bil-
lions of dollars to combat HIV-
Aids in Africa and the Caribbean 
countries. Bush's strategy against 

HIV-Aids abroad was arguably his 
most enlightened policy, though 
his accompanying condition of 
sexual abstinence was naive and 
often honored more in the breach 
than the observance. 
We have now transitioned from 
Obama's credentials of perform-
ance to his credentials of pledges. 
The pursuit of affordable health 
care and affordable education are 
pledges in the process of imple-
mentation. The beneficiaries of 
these pledges are bound to in-
clude millions of African-
Americans. 
 
Prof. Mazrui teaches political sci-
ence and African studies at State 
University New York 

President Barack Obama and Global Africa 
Prof. Ali A. Mazrui 
 
Barack Obama's Africa policy may 
become more active in a positive 
sense in the months and years 
ahead. But on the evidence so far 
it does seem credible that the 
African continent itself would 
have been better off if Hillary 
Clinton had become President of 
the United States. 
On the other hand, if we examine 
the Black world as a whole in-
stead of just the African conti-
nent, Obama's election to the 
presidency of the United States 
has set a remarkable precedent in 
upward political mobility. The 
United States is only the first 
white majority country to have 
elected a man of colour to its 
highest office in the land. This 
American precedent may lead on 
to the election of a Black Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom, a 
Black President of France, and 
even a Black Chancellor of Ger-
many before the end of this 21st 
century. 
A Somali Prime Minister of Italy in 
another 50 years is no longer in-
conceivable. After all, the United 
States has had a Luo President 
sooner than has Kenya, which 
has a population of several mil-
lion Luo. 
It is also not often realised that 
Obama is not only the most pow-
erful Black man in world politics 
today, but the most powerful 
man of colour in the history of 

civilisation. He is more powerful 
than the Pharaoh who forced 
Moses out of Egypt, more power-
ful than the Ethiopian Emperor 
who defeated the Italians in 
1896, more powerful than Shaka 
Zulu who 'stands out as the 
greatest of them all. His legend 
has captured the imagination of 
European and African writers, 
inspiring novels, biographies, and 
historical studies in several 
tongues. 
When we say Obama is more 
powerful than Shaka Zulu, Ram-
ses II of Egypt, and Menelik II of 
Ethiopia, we do not mean that 
Obama is greater than any of 
them. We do not know yet how 
great Barack Obama is likely to 
be. What we do know is that he 
is the Commander in Chief of US 
forces, which are greater than all 
the African armies in history 
added together. Currently it is 
estimated that the United States 
has 1000 military bases overseas. 
In sheer power, there is therefore 
no doubt that Barack Obama is in 
a class by himself among Black 
leaders in the history of civilisa-
tion. But what about Obama's 
impact upon African-Americans? 
Black voters in the United States 
voted for Obama in percentages 
of over 90 per cent -- after some 
hesitation in the early stages of 
his primary campaign for the 
presidency. But in the course of 
his first 100 days there was some 
Black disenchantment because 

Perspective 

Prof. Ali A. Mazuri 

WASHINGTON ––U. S. Rep. 
Bobby L. Rush (IL-01) said the 
United States must re-examine 
its relationship to Africa and end 

paternalistic patterns. 
On May 18, Congressman Rush 
introduced H.CON R. 128  to 

recognize the strategic and eco-
nomic importance of Africa to 
the United States and change to 
U.S. policy toward creating 
greater security and prosperity 
on continent.  It recommends 
the U.S. vigorously pursue the 
formation of an integrated policy 
framework to advance economic 
development and trade relations 
with African nations and to fos-
ter strategic political and eco-
nomic ties. 
“For decades we have ap-
proached Africa as if it is a dark 
continent that can only foster 
strife, political unrest and dis-
ease…Africa does not need help, 
it wants trade, investment and 
opportunity,” Rush said. “Africa 
has the key to its own develop-
ment and we need to move 
away from the paternalistic ap-
proach that isn’t working, hasn’t 
worked and won’t work.” 

111th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

H. CON. RES. 128 
Expressing the sense of Con-
gress that Africa is of significant 

strategic, political, economic, 
and humanitarian importance to 
the United States. 

IN THE HOUSE OF  
REPRESENTATIVES 

May 18, 2009 
Mr. RUSH (for himself, Mr. 
PAYNE, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. 
RANGEL, Ms. KILPATRICK of 
Michigan, Ms. CLARKE, Mr. 
CLAY, Mr. FATTAH, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. MEEKS of New York, 
Mr. CAO, and Mr. ROYCE) sub-
mitted the following concurrent 
resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs 

 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of Con-
gress that Africa is of significant 
strategic, political, economic, 
and humanitarian importance to 
the United States. 
 
Whereas contemporary United 
States ties with Sub-Saharan 
Africa today far transcend the 
humanitarian interests that have 
frequently underpinned United 

States engagement with the 
continent; 
 
Whereas Africa now plays an 
increasingly significant role in 
meeting the world's energy 
needs, supplying new and old 
technologies with vital mineral 
resources, and countering the 
transnational threats of terror-
ism, piracy, global health crises, 
and trafficking in illegal narcotics 
and persons; 
 
Whereas there is a growing un-
derstanding in foreign policy cir-
cles that economic development, 
natural resource management, 
human security, and global sta-
bility are inextricably linked; 
 
Whereas Freedom House con-
cluded this year that 19 African 
countries are electoral democra-
cies and asserted that these in-
clude `some of the most promis-
ing examples of new democra-
cies in the world--places where 

Congressman Rush Calls for Change in  
US-Africa Relations 

continued on page 8 

Congressman Bobby L. Rush 



BVHVTU!311:!
4 



BVHVTU!311:!
5 

be easy. There are no quick fixes. 
But US security in fact requires 
that policymakers take a broader 
view of Africa's security needs 
and a multilateral approach to 
addressing them. 
The need for immediate action to 
promote peace in Africa is clear. 
While much of the continent is at 
peace, there are large areas of 

great violence and insecurity, 
most prominently centered on 
Sudan, the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, and Somalia. These 
crises require not only a continu-
ing emphasis on diplomacy but 
also resources for peacemaking 
and peacekeeping. And yet the 
Bush administration has be-
queathed the new president a 
new military command for Africa 
(the United States Africa Com-
mand, known as AFRICOM). 
Meanwhile, Washington has 
starved the United Nations and 
other multilateral institutions of 
resources, even while entrusting 
them with enormous peacekeep-
ing responsibilities. 
The government has presented 
AFRICOM as a cost-effective insti-
tutional restructuring and a be-

nign program for supporting Afri-
can governments in humanitarian 
as well as necessary security op-
erations. In fact, it represents the 
institutionalization and increased 
funding for a model of bilateral 
military ties - a replay of the mis-
takes of the Cold War. This risks 
drawing the United States more 
deeply into conflicts, reinforcing 
links with repressive regimes, ex-
cusing human rights abuses, and 
frustrating rather than fostering 
sustainable multilateral peace-
making and peacekeeping. It will 
divert scarce budget resources, 
build resentment, and undercut 
the long-term interests of the 
United States. 
Shaping a new US security policy 
toward Africa requires more than 
just a modest tilt toward more 
active diplomacy. It also requires 
questioning this inherited security 
framework, and shaping an alter-
native framework that aligns US 
and African security interests 
within a broader perspective of 
inclusive human security. In par-
ticular, it requires that the United 
States shift from a primarily bilat-
eral and increasingly military ap-
proach to one that prioritizes joint 
action with both African and 
global partners. 
 
AFRICOM IN THEORY AND 
PRACTICE 
Judging by their frequent press 
releases, AFRICOM and related 
programs such as the navy's Af-
rica Partnership Station are pri-
marily focused on a constant 

heart of the Festival is the African 
Marketplace featuring more than 
300 artists and vendors with a 
variety of African and Afrocentric 
wares, including fine art, arti-
facts, crafts, fashions, jewelry, 
masks, collectibles, baskets, 
beads, fabrics,  textiles, museum 
quality African art, furniture, 
household goods and gift items. 
Additionally, the fine arts, film 
and quilting pavilions will have a 
diverse array of offerings. The 
Children’s Pavilion will be filled 
with activity to entertain and edu-
cate young festival-goers. The 
Wellness Village will focus on 
health and fitness. The Spiritual 
Pavilion will explore ancient belief 
systems and the roots of religion. 
Festival favorites such as the 
Drumming Village and the Bank 
of the Nile Food Court 
will keep festival-goers 
in Washington Park all 
weekend long. 
 
The entertainment line-
up will include perform-
ances  by  wor ld -
renowned jazz pianist 
Ahmad Jamal, South 
Afr ican songstress 
Lorraine Klaasen, vocal-
ist Julia Huff, musician 
Booker T. Jones, 
Soukous Stars, the first US tour 
of the Cuban group Los 3 de la 
Habana, Spirit dance troupe, and 
more. 
 
Woodtor noted that before Sep-
tember 11, 2001 the festival had 
focused solely on obtaining Afri-
can artists. But with stricter trav-
eling rules, the program has ex-
panded to incorporate Rhythm 
and Blues and Jazz because they 
tend to be domestic, making the 
travelling process easier. 
 
Many programs have had to 
downgrade due to the economic 
situation of the moment, and the 
African Festival of the Arts is no 
exception to the trend. The Festi-
val planners would have loved to 
celebrate the festival’s 20th anni-
versary with great pomp and 
pageanty, but dwindling sponsor-
ship has forced them to limit their 
ambition. 
 
“If we had the sponsorship and 

African Festival of the Arts (continued from page 1) 

money, we would have had previ-
ous works published or created a 
documentary to include some of 
the talents we have exhibited 
along with a series of other pro-
grams,” said Woodtor. 
 
According to Woodtor, the festival 
has increased tourism to Africa. 
He notes that most people used 
to go to the Caribbean or Europe 
because they didn’t know much 
about Africa. However, due to 
social encounters occurring at the 
festival each year, many people 
are taking a keen interest in Af-
rica. 
 
Aside from an increase in tour-
ism, Woodtor says that he has 
heard first-hand accounts of how 
the festival has achieved success 

stories that have yet to be 
shared. “When I walk around, I 
meet people that say ‘Oh, I met 
my husband at this Festival,’ and 
I think there are many people 
who are now business partners or 
have interaction with Africans be-
cause of the Festival,” says 
Woodtor. 
 
Woodtor indicated that the festi-
val has increased awareness 
about the African presence in Chi-
cago, especially twenty years ago 
when there were relatively few 
Africans in the city. Some Africans 
who came from New York and 
Washington, D.C. to attend the 
first festival decided to stay in 
Chicago and also encouraged 
family and friends to join them. 
There are now strong indications 
of a vibrant African community in 
Chicago, including the prolifera-
tion of African-owned businesses 
like restaurants, hair braiding 
shops, daycare centers, medical 
practices, insurance agencies, 

etc. 
 
“The African Festival of the Arts 
has become a dazzling symbol of 
the fast growing African presence 
in Chicago,” said Alie Kabba, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Af-
rican Organization, a Chicago-
based advocacy coalition of Afri-
can national associations dedi-
cated to social justice, civic par-
ticipation and empowerment of 
African immigrants and refugees 
in Illinois. “Its unique celebration 
of the global African cultural ex-
pression enriches the diversity of 
the city and deepens our collec-
tive appreciation of the bonds of 
kinship that connect all corners of 
Africa with the Diaspora.” 
 
Africa International House, whose 
mission is to serve as a center 
that educates all people about 
the individual works and collec-
tive contributions of African cul-
tures, began its journey through 
a store Woodtor once owned af-
fectionately called Window to Af-
rica. Woodtor noted that during 
the 1980s there were many festi-
vals in the city but very few black 
artists were invited. With this in 
mind, his idea was to create a 
marketplace that would showcase 
African crafts while allowing art-
ists to earn some income. His 

idea achieved great success, 
which led him to form Africa In-
ternational House in 1994. 
   
The 20th Annual African Festival 
of the Arts and its presenting 
sponsor Chrysler Financial are 
joined by other sponsors, includ-
ing State Farm Insurance, Blue-
Cross BlueShield of Illinois, Tar-
get, Illinois Department of Human 
Services, National Endowment for 
the Arts, Illinois Arts Council, 
B lack McDonalds  Owner/
Operators Association, US Bank, 
UIC Sickle Cell Center, Cricket, 
Chicago Park District, Wine Cel-
lars Distribution, Chicago South 
Loop Hotel and the United Africa 
Organization. 

Media sponsors include NBC5, 
Citizen Newspapers, The Africa 
Channel, Power 92.3 FM, Soul 
106.3, WYCA Rejoice 102.3, 
Bronzecomm.com, Soleil’s To-Dos 
and Click Around Chicago.com. 
Festival tickets are $10 in ad-
vance and $15 at the gate. For 
tickets, sponsorship opportunities 
and more information, call (773) 
955-ARTS (2787) or visit 
www.africanfestivalchicago.org. 

Shaping a new US  
security policy toward 
Africa requires more 

than just a modest tilt 
toward more active  

diplomacy.  

continued on page  8 

Africom: Making Peace or Fueling War, continued from page 1 

Festival Planning Committee 

Patrick Woodtor 
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Unlike other contending ideolo-
g ies,  Pan-Afr icanism was 
'developed by outstanding African 
scholars, political scientists, histo-
rians and philosophers living in 

Africa and the Diaspora'. It was 
conceived in the womb of Africa. 
It is a product made in Africa by 
Africans. The objectives of Pan-
Africanism have changed over 
time, but not the essence. For 
instance, while the Pan-Africanist 
Movement was in its early years 
concerned with anti-racism, anti-
colonialism as spearheaded by 
Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana), Ah-
med Sekou Toure (Guinea) and 
the founding fathers of the Pan 
African movement, it is now 
mainly focused on the actual po-
litical unification of Africa. 
 
George Padmore, considered Pan
-Africanism an 'ideological alter-
native' for the liberation of Africa 
from the shackles of imperialism. 
The new Africa would create the 
authentic and independent politi-
cal, social, and cultural environ-
ment, nurturing and reproducing 
what was uniquely African and 
thus create a framework for unit-
ing all Africans in the world and 
for waging a struggle against ra-
cial and domination. George Pad-
more also addressed African lead-
ers when he wrote that 'African 
nationalist leaders must resolve 
their own internal communal con-
flicts and...differences, so that, 
having established a democrati-
cally elected government, the im-
perial power will find less danger 
in passing power to the popularly 
elected leaders than in withhold-
ing it.' In his words, 'Pan-
Africanism looks above the nar-
row confines of class, race, tribe 
and religion, ... Its vision 
stretched beyond the limited 
frontiers of the nation-state. Its 
perspective embraces the federa-
tion of regional self-governing 
countries and their ultimate amal-
gamation into a United States of 
Africa.' 
 
Apart from George Padmore, an-
other fervent believer in Pan-

PAN- AFRICANISM:  
THE EARLY YEARS 
Basically, Pan-Africanism is about 
geo-politics as it relates to the 
African continent. All Africans and 
people of African descent are Af-
ricans and belong to the African 
nation. The early years of the Pan
-African Movement were mostly 
dedicated to ending the colonial 
enterprise, and hence its diaspora 
origins. Of particular importance 
in the calendar of Pan-Africanism 
were the various conferences and 
meetings: The Pan-African con-
ferences of 1900 (London), 1919 
(Paris), 1921 (London, Brussels, 
Paris), 1923 (London), 1927 (New 
York), and the last official one in 
1949. The All African People's 
Conference called by Osagyefo Dr 
Kwame Nkrumah in Accra (1965) 
is also another important land-
mark in the history of Pan-
Africanism. The last global Pan-
African Movement meeting was 
held in Kampala in 1994. Some of 
the leading lights in the move-
ments history included influential 
Africans and people of African 
descent of the time participated 
in these meetings: Sylvester Wil-
liams, W.E.B. DuBois, Marcus 
Garvey, Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo 
Kenyatta, etc. The 1958 First 
Conference of Independent Afri-
can states, held in Accra, Ghana 
marked the formal beginning of 
the Pan-African movement within 
the continent. The 1963 Organi-
zation of African unity Charter 
bore the hallmarks of these ef-
forts. 
 
Following the dark cloud of slav-
ery and colonialism in Africa, vi-
sionary African leaders realized 
that it was imperative for all Afri-
cans - wherever they might be - 
to unite to end the African holo-
caust which began with the 
'European Renaissance' in Italy in 
1400. Its practical manifestation, 
however, dates back to 1900 
when Sylvester Williams, a lawyer 
of African descent, named this 
coming together of Africans 'Pan-
Africanism'. But as a movement, 
Pan-Africanism began in 1776. It 
was, however, the fifth Pan-
African Congress held in Man-
chester, England, in 1945 that 
advanced Pan-Africanism and ap-
plied it to the de-colonization of 
the African continent politically. 
Some of the leading lights in the 
movement's history included 
Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana), W. 
E.B. DuBois, Jomo Kenyatta 
(Kenya), Robert Sobukwe (South 
Africa) and Patrice Lumumba 
(Congo, now DRC). Pan-
Africanism therefore defines the 
intellectual, political and eco-
nomic cooperation that should 
lead, ultimately, to the political 
unity of Africa. 
 

6 

 Zaya Yeebo 
 
The people of Africa are united by 
culture, history and identity. 
However, colonialism and now 
neo-colonialism seeks to divide 
and atomize the continent in sev-
eral ways. However, the struggle 
for a united Africa, which began 
years before the Pan-African 
Movement, was aimed solely at 
uniting a people bound by his-
tory. African Unity has come a 
long way, but every movement 
needs an ideology. Pan-
Africanism has played that role 
for Africa. 
 
Today some people may regard 
Pan-Africanism as a throwback to 
the immediate post-colonial pe-
riod. Events such as the crisis in 
the DRC, Northern Uganda, some 
parts of Kenya, youth struggling 
for emancipation in the Niger 
Delta, and the quest of Mau Mau 
veterans for compensation bind 
us as a people. We feel each 
other's pain. As we struggle to 
build a Union of African States, it 
is imperative that we revisit this 
concept from a political and radi-
cal perspective. After all, Pan-
Africanism is partly a response to 
the way Africa and Africans have 
been treated within the global 
world since the Berlin Conference 
of 1884, which divided Africa into 
tiny enclaves for the benefit of 
European monarchs and their 
hangers on. 
 
Pan-Africanism is not a concept 
that easily lends itself to defini-
tion. It is a journey. For me, what 
is important is to understand and 
underscore the point that this 
journey has brought us to the 
point where the talk of a unity of 

African states is no longer 
sneered at by cynics or seen as a 
dream, but as something that can 

Opinion 

happen in our life time. Pan-
Africanism for me is an idea, a 
collective understanding of what 
binds us as Africans - not Kenyan, 
Ghanaian, Congolese, Ugandan, 
or Egyptian - but as Africans with 
a common bond, and how we 
intend to conduct our affairs in 

today's globalized world. 
 
The colonization of Africa was 
formalized at the Berlin Confer-
ence of 1884, which led to the 
most brutal genocide against any 
race ever known in the history of 
human beings. The export of mil-
lions of Africans to the so-called 
'new world' was also supported 
by the colonization process - 
which was brutal in its execution 
and inhuman in its sustainability. 
The colonial enterprise was a 
form of one party dictatorship in 
which Africans were treated ac-
cording to the whims of the colo-
nial overlords, missionaries, their 
companies and indeed anyone 
who thought they were superior 
to Africans. Apartheid was the 
most extreme form of coloniza-
tion. So far, no one has faced the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) 
for these crimes against human-
ity. But as a result of these 
events - slavery, the colonial en-
terprise, racism, the brutal eco-
nomic exploitation of African re-
sources, and so on, African peo-
ple all over the world realized 
that they faced a common des-

t i n y .  M a r c u s 
Garvey's 'back to 
Africa' movement 
was largely de-
stroyed as an enter-
prise, but the ideas 
behind it were 
never touched. The 
basic premise is 
that all Africans and 
people of African 
descent in any part 
of the world belong 
to a common Afri-
can nation, and 
should work to-
gether to address 
our common prob-
lems. The idea of a 
common  f r on t 
against exploitation, 
degradation, abuse, 
racism, colonial ex-
ploitation and vari-
ous forms of slav-
ery, led to the birth 

of the Pan-African movement as 
we know it today. 
 

All Africans and people 
of African descent are 
Africans and belong to 

the African nation. 

Marcus Garvey 

W. E. B. Dubois 

Africa: Pan-Africanism in Our Time 
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Africanism was Kwame Nkrumah. 
In the 1960s, Ghana's founding 
father and true Pan-Africanist, 
Kwame Nkrumah argued that 'the 
independence of Ghana was 
meaningless unless it was linked 
up with the total liberation of the 
African continent.' For Nkrumah, 
Ghana's sovereignty was secon-
dary to the pursuit of the Pan-
African dream. So deep was his 
commitment that all independent 
states in Africa should work to-
gether to create a Union of Afri-
can States that he was willing to 
sacrifice Ghana's pursuit of na-
tional sovereignty: On the eve of 
Ghana's independence on 6 
March 1957, Nkrumah declared 
that so deep was Ghana's 'faith in 
African unity that we have de-
clared our preparedness to sur-
render the sovereignty of Ghana, 
in whole or in part, in the interest 
of a Union of African States and 
Territories as soon as ever such a 
union becomes practicable.' 
Ghana started this process by 
creating an anti-imperialist front 
called the Ghana-Guinea-Mali Un-
ion of radical African leaders. 
In his book I Speak of Freedom, 
published in 1961, Kwame 
Nkrumah further reminded all Af-
ricans that imperialism had so 
thoroughly distorted and disar-
ticulated African social forma-
tions, that only continental unity 
could save the region from fur-
ther deterioration. In Africa Must 
Unite (1963), Nkrumah enunci-
ated a clear agenda for the es-
tablishment of an African com-
mon market to complement the 
Union of African States. Nkrumah 
argued: 'The unity of Africa and 
the strength it would gather from 
continental integration of its eco-
nomic and industrial develop-
ment, supported by a united pol-
icy of non-alignment, could have 

a most powerful effect for world 
peace.' This position was sup-
ported by various West African 
nationalist leaders like Nnamdi 
Azikiwe (Nigeria), Modibo Keita 
(Mali) and Sekou Toure (Guinea). 
However, this version of Pan-
Africanism was not without ene-
mies. 
 
The early years of Pan-Africanism 
were also a response to the 
emerging anti-colonial move-

ments, and issues pertaining to 
post-colonial development, and 
Africa's relationship with former 
colonial powers. African leaders 
(the radicals) demanded that the 
riches of Africa be used for the 
benefit and development of Af-
rica. Such goals were noble, but 
also an anathema to the former 
colonial powers, for which Africa's 
only purpose was to fill the cof-
fers of the imperial powers. Most 
of the radical leaders of the 
movement were therefore 
hounded and overthrown on the 
instigation of these powers. In 
today's Africa, the continued 
hounding of Robert Mugabe 
(Zimbabwe) exemplifies this trend 
in all it entirety.  
 
The spirit and ideology of Pan-
Africanism has moved considera-
bly from what its earlier adher-
ents like George Padmore, Syl-
vester Williams, W.E.B. Du Bois, 
Marcus Garvey, and C.L.R. James 
had articulated. As the struggle 
for African independence intensi-
fied, and the anti-colonial move-
ment gained momentum, Pan-
Africanist ideology gained a fur-
ther impetus from the contribu-
tions of people like Patrice Lu-
mumba, Frantz Fanon, Nnamdi 
Azikiwe, Sekou Toure, and 
Modibo Keita (Mali). 
 
PAN-AFRICANISM IN OUR 
TIME 
Today, globalization is a truth 
which we have to live with. But 
globalization has not led to the 
break down of national bounda-
ries, it re-enforced them, allowing 
those with the military, economic 
power and resources to try and 
re-arrange global affairs to suit 
their national interest. Neo-
liberalism and neo-colonialism are 
the new instruments which pass 
off as 'globalization'. To me, glob-
alization is nothing but a new 
form of re-colonization in which 
western powers justify their con-
tinued dominance using economic 
and humanitarian arguments as 
further attempts to consolidate 
their stranglehold of the conti-
nent. Under the guise of 
'humanitarian intervention', the 
new global powers can invade 
and blockade any country within 
their orbit, and when this fails, 
they resort to the use of interna-
tional institutions and courts. 
 
The European Union has united 
Europe in both a political and 
economic sense. Where this is 
not enough, it uses global military 
alliances like the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) to 
enforce its rule by other means. 
On the other hand, Africa, which 
requires this Union to protect its 
interests globally is still pussy 
footing, while the masses of Afri-
can people continue to wallow in 
the 'quagmire of underdevelop-
ment, poverty, endless border 
wars, economic domination and 
the dictatorship of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the 

World Bank.' This problem is fur-
ther exacerbated by the type of 
leadership whose interests is 
sometimes anti national. 
 
We must challenge authoritarian 
rule, mismanagement, poor lead-
ership and the lack of account-
ability of our leaders and public 
institutions. It is the historic duty 
to Africa of all Africans to do so. 
It is also the only way to help ad-
dress the perennial problems of 
underdevelopment, poverty, dep-
rivation, and the poor deplorable 
state of our infrastructure when a 
lot of resources go to private 
sources. But we must also have 
the courage of our founding fa-
thers, the pioneers of Pan-
Africanism and African liberation, 
to challenge the prevailing ortho-
doxy that holds the view that cor-
ruption and authoritarianism is a 
typical African problem. This 
stems from the colonial mindset, 
allowing international institutions 
to target African leaders, haul 
them off to some foreign jail un-
der the guise of answering for 
impunity. It is inconceivable that 
the US or Britain will act similarly. 
That also means that African ac-
tivists should reappraise and 
carefully reflect on the sort of ac-
tivities which passes off as advo-
cacy and campaigning while fuel-
ling anti African actions nationally 
and globally. 
 
Africa's shameless dependence 
on the West, the unproductive 
disposition of our elite to foreign 
inspired theories and ideas, the 
wanton abuse of human rights, 
the appropriation of state power 
and its resources, and hostility to 
popular and progressive forces 
have not helped Africa to propel 
Africa's glory. Even today, Africa 
remains a continent for denigra-
tion, racist jokes, pity, and exploi-
tation. The negative stereotyping 
of Africa in the western media 
remains a durable part of the 
Western intellectual landscape. 
Jokes about African leaders 
abound in the bars and confer-
ence halls of westerners, with 
Africans providing the laughter. 
 
Even today (in a globalized 
world), some westerners still re-
gard Africa as a wild dark jungle, 
largely preserved to satisfy the 
lecherous and erotic dreams and 
fantasies of American and Euro-
pean tourists. Africa remains the 
huge laboratory preserved to sat-
isfy the academic curiosity of 
European and American scholars. 
 
The personalities of dictators like 
Nguema, Idi Amin, Kamuzu 
Banda, Jean Bedel-Bokassa, and 
Mobutu Sese Seko provide in-
triguing patterns and models for 

research into the African person-
ality and idiosyncrasies. 
 
The abuse of African children and 

hospitality by so-called tourists 
and preachers is a sad indictment 
of the sort of leadership we have 
installed. These tendencies have 
been reinforced by the inability of 
the African elite to think inde-
pendently, and map out a clear 
and creative agenda for recon-
struction and development, mobi-
lize their peoples, develop infra-
structures, and generate confi-
dence in Africa's resources, 
economies and abilities, rather 
than ape and mouth theories 
which have no relevance to Af-
rica's development. 
 
But for Pan-Africanism to remain 
relevant to African lives, the crea-
tion of the Union of African States 
should go beyond state-to-state 
relations and permeate to the 
people of Africa, who by no 
means would like to live in peace 
and harmony with each other. 
 
African Union meetings should 
cease being a meeting of presi-
dents and their accolades 
(including a few select civil soci-
ety groups). When African moth-
ers, market women, traditional 
queens, birth attendants, etc get 
to attend an African union meet-
ing to put before our leaders, the 
sort of deplorable lives they lead, 
it would be a major step. That 
should move on to farmers, po-
licemen and women, soldiers, 
children, and so on. Why should 
African children be transported to 
New York and not Addis Abba, 
Tripoli, Nairobi or Kampala? 
 
African economists and intellectu-
als need their own framework for 
development, free from the en-
cumbrances of donor require-
ments. For example, the policies 
outlined in the African charter for 
popular participation in develop-
ment must be seen as guidelines 
for structural transformation, de-
mocratization, empowerment, 
accountability and a determined 

We must challenge authoritarian rule,  
mismanagement, poor leadership and the lack 

of  accountability of our leaders and public  
institutions. 

continued on page 11 

Kwame Nkurumah 

Modibo Keita 
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round of community relations and 
capacity building projects, such 
as rescue and firefighting training 
for African sailors, the construc-
tion of clinics and schools, and 
similar endeavors. 'AFRICOM is 
about helping Africans build 
greater capacity to assure their 
own security', asserted Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Theresa Whelan in a typical offi-
cial statement. AFRICOM defend-
ers further cite the importance of 
integrating development and hu-
manitarian programs into the pro-
gram's operations. 
Pentagon spokespeople describe 
AFRICOM as a logical bureau-
cratic restructuring that will en-
sure that Africa gets the attention 
it deserves. They insist AFRICOM 
won't set the priorities for US pol-
icy toward Africa or increase Pen-
tagon influence at the expense of 
civilian agencies. Testifying be-
fore the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee in August 2007, Whe-
lan denied that AFRICOM was 
being established 'solely to fight 
terrorism, or to secure oil re-
sources, or to discourage China,' 
countering with '[t]his is not true.' 
But other statements by Whelan 
herself, by General William 'Kip' 
Ward, the four-star African-
American general who commands 
AFRICOM, and Vice Admiral 
Robert Moeller, his military dep-
uty, lay out AFRICOM's priorities 
in more conventional terms. In a 
briefing for European Command 

officers in March 2004, Whelan 
said that the Pentagon's priorities 
in Africa were to 'prevent estab-
lishment of/disrupt/destroy ter-
rorist groups; stop the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction; 
perform evacuations of US citi-
zens in danger; assure access to 
strategic resources, lines of com-
munication, and refueling/forward 
sites' in Africa. On February 19, 
2008, Moeller told an AFRICOM 
conference that protecting 'the 
free flow of natural resources 
from Africa to the global market' 
was one of AFRICOM's 'guiding 
principles', citing 'oil disruption', 
'terrorism', and the 'growing influ-
ence' of China as major 
'challenges' to US interests in Af-
rica. Appearing before the House 
Armed Services Committee on 
March 13, 2008, General Ward 
echoed the same views and iden-
tified combating terrorism as 
'AFRICOM's number one theater-
wide goal.' Ward barely men-
tioned development, humanitar-
ian aid, or conflict resolution. US 
official discourse on AFRICOM 
doesn't engage with parallel dis-
cussions in the United Nations 
and the African Union about 
building multilateral peacekeeping 
capacity. Strikingly, there was no 
official consultation about the 
new command with either the 
United Nations or the African Un-
ion before it was first announced 
in 2006. 
In practice, AFRICOM, which be-

$67.4 billion; 
 
Whereas United States firms are 
a leading provider of foreign di-
rect investment to Sub-Saharan 
Africa, investing $13.8 billion by 
year-end 2006; 
 
Whereas the United States Gov-
ernment and private sector jointly 
promote Africa's economic devel-
opment, United States trade with 
the region, and United States-
Africa business partnerships; 
Whereas African states have col-
lectively adopted the African Un-
ion's New Partnership for Africa's 
Development (NEPAD), a self-
imposed framework for socio-
economic development that aims 
to improve governance and pro-
mote friendlier ties among states; 
Whereas oil from North and Sub-
Saharan Africa accounted for over 
19.5 percent of United States oil 
imports in 2008, a greater share 
than oil from Persian Gulf coun-
tries; 
 
Whereas the proportion of United 
States oil imports from Africa is 
expected to grow to 25 percent 
over the next decade; 
Whereas Africa's natural re-
sources, if carefully managed, will 
contribute to global prosperity 
and expand economic growth in 
Africa; 
 

leaders who came to power 
through fair and competitive elec-
tions provide real opportunities 
for their citizens to live in free-
dom'; 
Whereas the United States Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC) has entered into 11 com-
pacts with African countries, 
worth nearly $4.5 billion, reflect-
ing these countries' commitment 
to policies that promote political 
and economic freedom, invest-
ments in education and health, 
the sustainable use of natural re-
sources, control of corruption, 
and respect for civil liberties and 
the rule of law; 
 
Whereas African economies are 
among the fastest growing glob-
ally and registered nearly 6 per-
cent overall economic growth in 
2007, the highest in 20 years; 
 
Whereas there are now 40 sub-
Saharan African countries eligible 
for trade benefits under the 
United States African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA), the 
highest number ever; 
 
Whereas United States exports to 
Sub-Saharan Africa totaled $14.4 
billion in 2007, an amount more 
than double that of 2001, while 
United States total imports from 
sub-Saharan Africa more than 
tripled during this period, to 

Whereas the creation of a United 
States military Africa Command in 
2007 reflects Africa's long-term 
strategic value and strives for a 
more coherent, coordinated, and 
effective United States Africa pol-
icy; 
 
Whereas the territorial waters of 
the Horn of Africa are a zone of 
international strategic importance 
because a large proportion of 
global energy supplies and com-
mercial shipping pass through 
them, necessitating increased 
United States cooperation with 
African countries to improve bor-
der and coastal security; 
 
Whereas United States military 
cooperation with Africa is grow-
ing, with United States and Afri-
can forces routinely conducting 
joint exercises; 
 
Whereas African governments are 
steadily taking a larger role in the 
provision of security and peace-
keeping on the continent, due in 
part to United States security as-
sistance and training; 
Whereas over 300 million Muslims 
live in Africa, where they enjoy a 
long history of tolerance and inter
-faith cooperation, making Africa 
an ideal place for the United 
States to foster and expand its 
relationship with the Islamic 
world; 
 

Whereas Africa's growing impor-
tance is reflected in the intensify-
ing efforts of China, Russia, India, 
Iran, and other countries to gain 
access to African resources and 
advance their ties to the region; 
and 
 
Whereas a more comprehensive, 
multi-faceted regional policy is 
essential for the United States to 
operate effectively in this increas-
ingly competitive environment:  
 
Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the House of Repre-
sentatives (the Senate concur-
ring), That it is the sense of Con-
gress that-- 
 
(1) Africa is of significant strate-

gic, political, economic, and 
humanitarian importance to 
the United States; and 

 
(2) the United States should vig-

orously pursue the formation 
and implementation of an in-
tegrated policy framework to 
advance economic develop-
ment and trade relations with 
African nations and to foster 
strategic, political, economic, 
humanitarian, and cultural 
ties of mutual benefit to the 
United States and Africa. 

 
Call your Congressman TODAY to 
sign-on to this resolution!!!!!! 

Congressman Rush Calls for Change, continued from page 3 

came a fully independent combat-
ant command on October 1, 2008 
with its headquarters in Stuttgart, 
Germany, is built on the para-
digm of US military commands 
which span the globe. Although 
A F R I C O M  f e a t u r e s  l e s s 
'kinetic' (combat) operations than 
the active wars falling under 
CENTCOM in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, its goals and programs are 
more conventional than the pub-
lic relations image would imply. 
The Pentagon now has six geo-
graphically focused commands - 
each headed by either a four-star 
general or admiral - Africa 
(AFRICOM); the Middle East and 
Central Asia (Central Command 
or CENTCOM); Europe and most 
of the former Soviet Union 
(European Command or EUCOM); 
the Pacific Ocean, East and South 
Asia (Pacific Command or 
PACOM); Mexico, Canada, and 
the United States (Northern Com-
mand or NORTHCOM); and Cen-
tral and South America (Southern 
Command or SOUTHCOM), as 
well as others with functional re-
sponsibilities, such as for special 
forces and nuclear weapons. 
Before AFRICOM was established, 
US military operations in Africa 
fell under three different com-
mands. EUCOM handled most of 
Africa, but Egypt and the Horn of 
Africa fell under the authority of 
CENTCOM (Egypt remains under 
CENTCOM rather than AFRICOM), 
while Madagascar and the island 
states of the Indian Ocean were 
the responsibility of PACOM. All 

three were primarily concerned 
with other regions of the world 
that took priority over Africa, and 
had only a few middle-rank staff 
members dedicated to Africa. 
This reflected the fact that Africa 
was chiefly viewed as a regional 
theatre in the global Cold War, as 
an adjunct to US-European rela-
tions, or - in the immediate post-
Cold War period - as a region of 
little concern to the United 
States. But Africa's status in US 
national security policy and mili-
tary affairs rose dramatically dur-
ing the Bush administration, in 
response both to global terrorism 
and the growing significance of 
African oil resources. 
The new strategic framework for 
Africa emphasizes, above all, the 
threat of global terrorism and the 
risk posed by weak states, 'empty 
spaces', and countries with large 
Muslim populations as vulnerable 
territories where terrorists may 
find safe haven and political sup-
port. This framework is funda-
mentally flawed. No one denies 
that al-Qaeda has found adher-
ents and allied groups in Africa, 
as evidenced most dramatically 
by the bombings of the US em-
bassies in Nairobi and Dar es Sa-
laam in 1998. But Islamist ideol-
ogy has had only a limited impact 
among most African Muslims, and 
even in countries with extremist 
Islamist governments or insur-
gent groups (such as Algeria, Su-
dan and Somalia), the focus has 
been on local issues rather than 

continued on page 9 

Africom: Making Peace or Fueling War, continued from page 5 



BVHVTU!311:!
9 

Immigration Matters 

Forum Highlights New Face of Migration 
adjustment, adaptation and inte-
gration.” With these three terms 
in mind, Esther, an accomplished 
social worker, has invested con-
siderable time in serving as a so-
cial worker in her Chinese com-
munity. These three terms also 
led her and nine friends to form 
the Chinese American Service 
League in 1978 to serve the 
needs of Chinese immigrants in 
the U.S. 
“The study clearly indicates that 
women immigrants in the United 
States have not only become im-
portant contributors to the eco-
nomic and social condition of 
their families in the United States 
but that they also have become 
catalysts in their assimilation to 
America culture and in the deci-
sion-making process about U.S. 
citizenship,” Olga Vives, Executive 
Vice President for the National 
Organization for Women. “This is 
important information to have as 
we engage our country in mean-
ingful discussions around compre-
hensive immigration reform, 
which must address the issues 
affecting immigrant women and 
their children.” 
The poll of 1,102 respondents 
has a margin of error of three 
percent and was funded in part 
by the grants to New America 
Media from Atlantic Philanthro-
pies, Carnegie Corp., Ford Foun-
dation and the Evelyn & Walter 
Hass Jr. Fund. NAM also received 
a grant from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation to assist with the dis-
tribution of the poll results. 

Kujang Laki 
 
New America Media, Community 
Media Workshop and the Illinois 
Coalition for Immigrant and Refu-
gee Rights recently organized a 
two-hour roundtable discussion 
on the findings of a historic poll 
of women immigrants in the US. 
The findings, released by New 
America Media (NAM), revealed 
that women immigrants are the 
new face of migration in America. 
The poll highlights immigrant 
women’s demographics, reasons 
for migrating, as well as the in-
credible will to overcome obsta-
cles while working tirelessly to 
build a new life for themselves 
and, more importantly, their fami-
lies in America. 
“The poll establishes that in the 
latter part of the 20th century 
women immigrated to America in 
ever-growing numbers, and are 
now on the move , as much as 
men, but often face vastly differ-
ent circumstances and chal-
lenges,” said Close. “Women are 
migrating not as lone individuals 
but as members, even heads, of 
families, determined to keep fam-
ily bonds intact even they travel 
great distances and adapt to new 
cultures. This journey has acti-
vated women.” 
Conducted by Bendixen & Associ-
ates, the poll was initially re-
leased at the National Press Club 
in Washington D.C. It gained na-
tional attention and sparked a 
five-city tour in Atlanta, Miami, 
New York, Los Angeles, and Chi-
cago. 
A group of Chicago’s outstanding 
immigrant women led an engag-
ing discussion about the poll. The 
panel included Younhee Harm of 
Korean American Community Ser-
vices, Itedal Shalabi of Arab 
American Family Services, Marga-
rat King of Women for African 
Development - Economic Recov-
ery Institute, Inc., Maria Socorro 
Pesqueira from Mujeres Latinas 
en Accion, and Esther Wong from 
Chinese American Service 
League. 
The forum began with a brief 
speech from keynote speaker 
Sandy Close, executive director of 
NAM. “We want to use the forum 
as a way to expand storytelling, 
for you can no longer report the 
study to the media through a 
press conference,” Close af-
firmed. Close concluded that with 
a plummeting economy, the me-
dia is so distracted, so worried 
about their future that it’s hard to 
fully get their attention. “We are 
expanding the frame of how 
Americans, American women 
view immigration reform,” em-
phasized Close. “We tend to take 
these people for granted, we ren-
der them invisible.” 
The poll indicated that women 

While Margaret King believes that 
immigrant women are assimilat-
ing into American culture at an 
accelerated rate, she states that 
upon arrival, many experience 
extreme culture shock from a 
communal life in their native 
countries to an individualist soci-
ety, noting that there is no wel-
fare system in developing na-
tions. King, a native of Nigeria, 
believes that community success 
is the key to continuing to mobi-
lize these groups of emerging im-
migrant women who desperately 
want to improve conditions facing 
immigrant women . As such, King 
has become famous for her citi-
zen-oriented approach in devel-
opment planning; her current 
projects and research include 
neighborhood redevelopment 
planning and micro-enterprise 
development. 
Itedal Shalabi states that immi-
grant women are becoming a 
network of strength for their 
families. In response to how to 
further aid this growing group of 
immigrant women, Shalabi says 
that cultural education programs 
are needed to address issues of 
isolation and acceptance. “The 
media has a huge role in address-
ing misconceptions and denounc-
ing ignorance and misunder-
standings among various cul-
tures.” 
“We must consider three terms in 
attempts to bridging the gap be-
tween immigrant women and 
American women,” said Esther 
Wong. “These three terms are 

immigrants face formidable barri-
ers. Many women immigrants - 
Latinas (79 %) Vietnamese 
(73%), Korean (70%), and Chi-
nese (63 %) – acknowledge 
speaking little or no English, while 
confronting anti-immigrant dis-
crimination, lack of healthcare 
and low-paying employment well 
below the status of the profes-
sional work most did in their 
home countries. 
“What could be more American 
than values of keeping the family 
together and securing the future 
of our children,” opined Tom 
Clark, president of Community 
Media Workshop. “More than 20 
million women will be living in the 
U.S. in the next few years to 
come.” Clark believes with these 
changes, the role of women im-
migrant will change as well. 
For instance, the poll found that 
as many women settled in Amer-
ica, they also radically altered 
their roles in their private lives. 
Almost one third report having 
assumed head-of-households 
status. Moreover, the poll found 
that overwhelming majority- Latin 
American (81%), Chinese (71 
%), Vietnamese (68%), African 
(65%) and Arabs (53%) - said 
they had become more assertive 
at home and in public after mov-
ing to America. 
“Women immigrants reveal that 
they came to America not in 
search of streets paved with gold 
- making money was surprisingly 
low on their list of priorities - but 
because they saw the US as a 
place to build better futures for 
their children, and to make per-
manent homes for their families,” 
Ms. Close said. “At a time when 
more than one third of US fami-
lies are single-parent households, 
90 percent of women immigrants 
are raising children in intact mar-
riages.” 
The forum then continued with 
each panel member sharing ac-
counts of their immigrant experi-
ence that led them to embark on 
their journey in improving the 
livingstandards for immigrant 
women in Illinois. 
Younhee Harm shared a client’s 
story in which her Korean degree 
did not appeal to the American 
market even though she had a 
Ph.D. As a result, the client be-
came a bank clerk. Harm ad-
dresses how often many immi-
grant women must resort to low-
ering job expectations settling for 
work way below their skills and 
education level. Harm believes 
that to tackle this issue, English 
classes are not enough. In fact, 
she suggests that the U.S. gov-
ernment must supply specific job 
language training and internships 
to improve confidence levels and 
integrate immigrant women in 
the American job market. 

out the African continent, with 
potential impacts in the Middle 
East, Europe, and even North 
America as well as in Africa. In 
the Niger Delta, the production of 
oil has been repeatedly inter-
rupted by attacks by militants of 
the Movement for the Emancipa-
tion of the Niger Delta (MEND). 
More broadly, insecurity creates a 
environment vulnerable to piracy 
and to the drug trade, as well as 
to motivating potential recruits to 
extremist political violence. 
It doesn't follow, however, that 
such threats can be effectively 
countered by increased US mili-
tary engagement, even if the di-
rect involvement of US troops is 
minimized. The focus on building 
counter-insurgency capacity for 
African governments with US as-
sistance diverts attention from 
more fundamental issues of con-
flict resolution. It also heightens 
the risks of increasing conflict and 
concomitantly increasing hostility 
to the United States. 
 
* This article was originally pub-
lished by Foreign Policy In Focus. 

g loba l  conf l i c t .  Counter -
insurgency analysts such as 
Robert Berschinski and David Kil-
cul len have warned that 
'aggregating' disparate local in-
su rgenc i es  i n to  an  a l l -
encompassing vision of global 
terrorism in fact facilitates al-
Qaeda's efforts to woo such 
groups. Heavy-handed military 
action such as air strikes that kill 
civilians and collaboration with 
counter-insurgency efforts by in-
cumbent regimes, far from dimin-
ishing the threat of terrorism, 
helps it grow. 
While AFRICOM may be new, 
there's already a track record for 
such policies in programs now 
incorporated into AFRICOM. That 
record shows little evidence that 
these policies contribute to US or 
African security. To the contrary, 
there are substantial indications 
that they are in fact counterpro-
ductive, both increasing insecurity 
in Africa and energizing potential 
threats to US interests. 
The threats cited by US officials 
to justify AFRICOM aren't imagi-
nary. Global terrorist networks do 
seek allies and recruits through-

Africom: Making Peace or Fueling War, continued from page 8 
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Katie Mattern 
 
WASHINGTON (IPS) - Gaza, 
South Africa and Thailand are 
among the world's worst places 
to be a refugee, according to the 
latest annual World Refugee Sur-
vey released here Wednesday by 
the U.S. Committee for Refugees 
and Immigrants (USCRI). 
The survey, which was issued in 
advance of World Refugee Day 
Jun. 20, found that the number 
of refugees had dropped mod-
estly worldwide in the past year – 
from 14 million to 13.6 million, 
according to USCRI. Of those, 
well over half, or nearly 8.5 mil-
lion, have been trapped in refu-
gee camps or otherwise denied 
their rights under the 1951 UN 
Convention Relating to the Status 
of Refugees and its 1967 Proto-
col.  
Of these, Palestinians, more than 
2.6 million of whom have been 
"warehoused" for up to 60 years 
throughout the Middle East, con-
stitute the largest national group 
that has been displaced for the 
longest period of time, according 
to the report. It also named Gaza 
as one of the worst places in the 
world, particularly in the after-
math of the three-week Israeli 
military campaign that began late 
last December.  
Israeli authorities have so far per-
mitted only humanitarian goods 
to be imported into Gaza since 
Operation Cast Lead, in which 
more than 1,400 Palestinians 
were killed. They have yet to per-
mit reconstruction and related 
supplies to be shipped into the 
territory, which is governed by 
Hamas, an Islamist party the U.S. 
and other western countries have 
labeled a "terrorist" organization.  
The latest report was released 
one day after the publication by 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) of its annual 
report. It found that some 15.2 
million people qualified as refu-
gees during 2008 - down from 16 
million one year ago - and that 
more than 800,000 were cur-
rently seeking asylum in foreign 
countries. 
 It also found that some 26 mil-
lion more people were internally 
displaced; that is, they had fled 
their homes but were still living 
within their homelands' borders.  
The greatest number of newly 
displaced people over the past 
year, according the UNHCR re-
port, were found in Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Somalia, where vio-
lence has uprooted hundreds of 
thousands of people, including 
more than two million civilians 
who fled their homes in Paki-
stan's Swat Valley alone, to es-
cape offensives by the Taliban 
and counter-insurgency opera-
tions by the country's army and 

paramilitary forces.  
 
According to the USCRI report, 
the world's largest refugee group 
over the last year was the 3.231 
million Palestinians living in refu-
gee camps in the West Bank and 
Gaza, as well as elsewhere in the 
Greater Middle East. 
 The next largest group was Af-
ghans, nearly three million of 
whom are currently living outside 
their homeland's borders, the 
vast majority in Pakistan and 
Iran, according to the report.  
Increased violence between the 
Taliban and its allies on the one 
hand and the U.S. and other in-
ternational forces, as well as the 
expanding Afghan Army, on the 
other, has provoked some Af-
ghans to seek safe haven across 
the border. Pakistan's recent 
counter-insurgency campaign 
along the Afghan border has also 
provoked thousands of Pakistanis 
to flee into Afghanistan. Nonethe-
less, nearly a quarter million Af-
ghan refugees returned to their 
homeland from Pakistan in the 
course of the year. 
 Iraqis, who for the previous 
three years had been the largest 
new source of refugees, now 
claim third place among all refu-
gee groups, according to the re-
port. 
Nearly two million Iraqis are living 
abroad, mostly in Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon. As violence in Iraq 
has diminished over the past two 
years, the exodus from Iraq has 
also fallen sharply, and some 
Iraqis have begun to trickle back 
home, according to the report.  
Some 800,000 refugees from 
Burma, or Myanmar, are living 
outside their homeland, mostly in 
Thailand and Bangladesh.  
Somalia, where continued fighting 
among various factions forced a 
total of some 80,000 people to 
flee to Kenya (60,000) or Yemen 
(20,000), and hundreds of thou-
sands to become internally dis-
placed, ranks fifth as the largest 
source of refugees.  
These countries were followed by 
Sudan (428,000 people), Colom-
bia (400,000), and the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
(385,000), according to the 
USCRI report.  
Besides Gaza, the report identi-
fied South Africa and Thailand as 
among the worst places for refu-
gees to be living. It noted the 
xenophobic violence that swept 
South Africa last May, as mobs of 
the country's poorest citizens 
rampaged through slums and 
shanty-towns attacking suspected 
foreigners and, in some cases, 
even setting them on fire. As 
many as 10,000 refugees fled 
South Africa for Zambia.  
Thailand was cited as a poor per-
former as a result of its treatment 

of Rohingya refugees - in one 
case, the Thai Navy towed unsea-
worthy boats with nearly 1,000 
Rohingyas and scant food and 
water aboard into the open sea 
to prevent them coming from 
ashore - and its plans to forcibly 
repatriate Hmong refugees to 
Laos.  
Other countries that rank among 
the worst for refugees include 
Kenya, for its treatment of Somali 
refugees; Malaysia, due to offi-
cials selling deportees to gangs 
along the Malaysia-Thailand bor-
der; Egypt, because of its treat-
ment of African migrants; and 
Turkey, for forcibly repatriating 
refugees, overcrowding detention 
centers and beating detainees.  
In one incident, four refugees 

drowned when Turkish officials 
forced them to swim across a 
river to Iraq.  
Brazil, Ecuador and Costa Rica, 
on the other hand, were among 
the countries that treated refu-
gees best, according to the re-
port, which noted that Brasilia 
had permitted Palestinians forced 

to flee Iraq to settle within its 
borders. Ecuador also launched a 
registration program aimed at 
protecting and ensuring the rights 
to work and travel of tens of 
thousands of Colombian refugees 
who have sought safe haven 
there.  
Some of the world’s poorest 
countries are also home to large 
populations of refugees. Chad, a 
constant on the UN’s list of least 
developed countries, has a refu-
gee population of 268,000 while 
Sudan hosts 175,800 refugees 
from Eritrea and Ethiopia. 
 Overall, nations with a per capita 
GDP of less than $2,000 hosted 
almost two-thirds of all refugees. 
According to the UNCHR report, 
"among the 25 countries with the 
highest number of refugees per 1 
USD GDP per capita, all are de-
veloping countries, including 15 

Least Developed Countries."  
The report gave Europe a grade 
of "D" and the U.S. a grade of "F" 
for "refoulement," or returning 
refugees to places where their 
lives or freedoms could be threat-
ened. It also gave Europe and the 
U.S. grades of "D" for "detention/
access to courts." 

Refugee Matters 

 
Matt O'Brien 
Contra Costa Times 
 
OAKLAND — An estimated 38,000 
African immigrants live in the Bay 
Area, but creating any kind of 
service that caters to all of them, 
or merges their collective clout, 
has always seemed an impossible 
challenge to those who have 
tried. 
They hail from dozens of coun-
tries. At home and social func-
tions, they speak Amharic, Arabic, 
French, Swahili or Kru. 
"There is no well-structured, or-
ganized body of African immi-
grants that can make the type of 
networks you can see in the La-
tino community or the Asian com-
munity," said Adoubou Traore, 
acting director of the newly 
formed African Advocacy Net-
work. A few Bay Area residents 
are trying to change that this 

year, creating organizations — 
and in one case, a television 
news show — that attempt to 
serve a diverse, growing group 
from the world's second-biggest 
continent. 
Traore's organization launched in 
San Francisco in June. Controlled 
and run by immigrants who speak 
11 languages, it is designed to 
help African immigrants through-
out the Bay Area adjust and inte-
grate socially and economically 
through counseling, referrals, le-
gal help, business networking and 
by creating closer links between 
small ethnic organizations. 
"We figure once we got past the 
linguistic barrier, there's no ex-
cuses for not working with each 
other," operations director Larry 
Saxxon said. 
Annual census estimates show 
that the region's population of 
African immigrants grew by 31 
percent in the first half of the 

The report gave Europe a grade of "D" and the 
U.S. a grade of "F" for "refoulement," or returning 
refugees to places where their lives or freedoms 
could be threatened. It also gave Europe and the 

U.S. grades of "D" for "detention/access to 
courts." 

The Worst Places to be a Refugee 

African Immigrants in the 
Bay Area Step Out of 

Shadows 
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march towards the 21st Century. 
For Pan-Africanists, the central 
question remains how Africa 
should confront its own economic 
crisis in the context of a highly 
exploitative, unequal, protection-
ist and sometimes hostile, global 
order? 
 
I have argued over and over 
again that Africa needs first fun-
damental transformation of the 
national orders. This transforma-
tion has to be people-led, democ-
ratic, self reliant, credible, and 
viable. Once this is achieved, it 
will be possible to transform the 

Africa: Pan-Africanism in Our Time, (continued from page 7) 

decade, to a total of about 
38,000, although many advocates 
believe the real number is much 
higher. 
Eritrean and Ethiopian businesses 
line North Oakland's Telegraph 
Avenue corridor. Many Ugandans 
have settled in or near Hayward. 
Moroccans and Algerians are fast-
growing ethnic groups in San 
Francisco, and the Silicon Valley 
is a hub for Somali refugees. 
But until recently, few organiza-
tions have sought to coalesce 
these disparate groups into one. 
Melanie Reynard, a 22-year-old 
journalist, is trying to do so 
through television. 
Reynard is not African and has 
never been to the continent, but 
the Stanford University graduate 
spends each week roving around 
the region and filming stories of 
local African immigrants for Palo 
Alto-based public TV station 
KMTP. Along with airing the fea-
tures each Friday on Channel 32, 
she broadcasts a half-hour of 
news from Africa each weekday. 
"We have a lot of immigrants 
who watch it," Reynard said. "A 
huge mission of mine right now is 
to make an African channel." 
The journalist spends much of 
her time seeking stories in Ala-
meda County, which has North-
ern California's highest African 
immigrant population. 
She has profiled Liberian music 
producer Jeremiah Kpoh, who 
hosts a monthly event in San 
Francisco called Africa Rising, and 
Congolese and Zimbabwean im-
migrant dancers. She spent last 
weekend covering a Congolese 
politics conference in Oakland. 
While Africans in the United 
States represent different nation-
alities and cultures, organizers of 
the African Advocacy Network 
believe a more powerful, all-
encompassing organization can 
help smooth some of the sharp 
adjustments they face when mov-
ing to a new country that does 
not always understand them. 
"More than once I have heard 
people say, 'Why do you have to 
learn English as a second lan-
guage?'" said Traore, an Ivory 
Coast immigrant, whose first lan-
guages are Senufo and French. 
"It takes some time for people to 

understand." 
Saxxon said he hopes the net-
work can also serve to improve 
relations between African immi-
grants and the African-Americans 
who often are their neighbors. 
"The African presence is pretty 
much invisible," he said. 
"Politically they are counted 
among African-Americans, which 
is problematic. Until they've been 
here for generations, they're not 
really African-Americans." 
He said the U.S. State Depart-
ment resettled many African refu-
gees in places where African-
Americans lived. 
"They sort of dropped Africans in 
African-American neighborhoods," 
Saxxon said. "What they had not 
noticed, or realized, was the radi-
cal difference in culture. You have 
some real different cultural dy-
namics that have been forced to-
gether." 
 
BAY AREA AFRICAN  
IMMIGRANTS 
The nine-county Bay Area has an 
estimated 38,000 African immi-
grants, according to census fig-
ures. Nearly half live in the East 
Bay. The largest group, about 40 
percent, hails from Eastern Africa, 
a 19-country region that includes 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia 
and Uganda. 
 
Places of birth of Bay Area African 
immigrants: 
 
7,500 from Ethiopia 
 
5,130 from other parts of Eastern 
Africa (not Ethiopia or Kenya) 
 
3,850 from Egypt 
 
3,770 from Nigeria 
 
3,700 from other parts of North-
ern Africa (not Egypt) 
 
2,940 from South Africa 
 
2,480 from Kenya 
 
1,200 from Ghana 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau's 
American Community Survey for 
2005-2007 
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Abdulkadir Mohamed 
 
More than one hundred Somali 
Minnesotans held a rally to de-
nounce Al-Shabaab, the hard-line 
Islamist insurgents in Somalia 
and a series of suicide bombings 
in their homeland. 
The radical Islamic group Al-
Shabaab has carried out several 
suicide bombings attacks on Afri-
can peacekeeper’s bases and 
against government officials and 
clan leaders whom they suspect 
to be allied to a weakening So-
mali government led by their for-
mer ally, President Sheik Sharif 
Sheik Ahmed. 
Holding signs that read “No to 
Suicide Bombings” and “Somalia 
needs peace” the protesters lined 
inside Peavey Park and alongside 
East Franklin Ave and Chicago 
Avenue in South Minneapolis 
shouting slogans in English and 
Somali that drew a chorus of 
horns from passing motorists. 
The protest was organized by an 
ad hoc group of young Somali 
activists who live here in the Twin 
Cities. Abdinasir Ghelle, one of 
the organizers said the rally was 
to express the community’s con-
demnation and opposition to sui-
cide bombings. “This turnout 
shows that Somalis in Minnesota 
are against those few extremists 
who misuse and hijack our relig-
ion to terrorize people.“ 
Sadiq Mohamud of Concerned 
Somali-Americans in Minnesota 
added that Somali Americans are 
just as passionate about their op-
position to extremists as other 
Americans. “Somalis in Minnesota 
don’t condone extremism and it’s 
about time we let our fellow Min-
nesotans know that,” he said. 
The rally was also attended by 
Imams, the Muslim religious lead-
ers from several Mosques in the 
twin cities. In the recent past the 
imams from the Abubakr-As Sid-
dique Islamic Center have come 
under intense scrutiny by the me-

dia and both local and federal law 
enforcement agencies for being 
involved in the disappearance of 
young Somali-American men who 
it is alleged they sent off to fight 
at the side of al-Shabaab extrem-
ists in war-torn Somalia. The 
imams have continued to dis-
tance themselves from the kind 
of violence exhibited by Al-
Shabaab. 
“Suicide in killing oneself is con-
demned by Allah and The Quran 
does not promise Heaven to 
those who commit suicide but 
rather the wrath and the con-
demnation to Hell, and if you kill 
others in suicide bombings, the 
punishment is even more,” Omar 
Hurre, the director of Abu-Bakr-
As Siddique Islamic center told 
the protestors. 
Imam Hassan Mohamud of the 
Islamic Dawah Center in Saint 
Paul urged local Somalis to work 
hard to pacify their homeland and 
the Somalis in Somalia through 
non-violence means and to en-
gage in dialogue. The Imam chal-
lenged Al-Shabaab fighters to put 
down their weapons and to spare 
the lives of innocent civilians in 
Mogadishu, the bullet-ridden So-
mali capital. 
The recent fighting between Al-
Shabaab and forces loyal to the 
Somali government in Mogadishu 
has forced more than half-million 
civilians to run away from their 
homes. 
The Imams in the rally reiterated 
their opposition and condemna-
tion against suicide bombings one 
by one in series of speeches. 
Amira Adawe, one of the organiz-
ers who lost family and relatives 
in the latest suicide bombings in 
Beledweyne, a town in central 
Somalia promised more rallies 
and forums to come to encourage 
the Somali community in Minne-
sota and beyond to be united in 
condemning suicide bombings 
and acts of extreme violence in 
Somalia. 

Minnesota Somalis  
Condemn Suicide  

Bombings in Somalia 

continent through a continent-
wide political agenda arising 
naturally from the national recon-
struction projects, and people to 
people initiatives. Secondly, Africa 
needs solidarity - we must learn 
to support each other. According 
to a recent report by the Ghana 
News Agency (June 23, 2009), 
leaders of the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States 
(ECOWAS) agreed to pay arrears 
owed to the Guinea Bissau armed 
forces as part of measures to-
wards peace in the country. 
 
In addition, they would contribute 

to the funding of the presidential 
elections to improve the security 
situation. The decisions were 
taken at the end of their 36th Or-
dinary Summit held in Abuja. The 
leaders would provide $3.5 mil-
lion to pay for the arrears and 
$350,000 towards the elections, 
according to a release from the 
ECOWAS Commission. The South-
ern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) also agreed to assist 
Zimbabwe with a hefty sum to 
get the country back on track af-
ter the formation of the collation 
government. These sort of Pan-
African arrangements and coop-
eration is what Africa needs. Pan-

Africanism is relevant in our time, 
but it requires recognition of the 
new forms of threats posed to 
African sovereignty, to African 
interests, and the future of gen-
erations of Africans to come. Any 
other approach will amount to the 
usual political posturing, reactive 
to other people's provocations, 
defensive radicalism, and more of 
the same neo-colonial approach 
to development. 
 
* Zaya Yeebo is program man-
ager for the UNDP's Civil Society 
Democratic Governance (CSDG) 
Facility but writes here in his own 
capacity. 
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it mean for the city? 
 
“It will help improve transporta-
tion system and infrastructure…
and again it’s not just the job 
creation, it’s really the jobs that 
remain for the future,” says Mur-
nane.”We are not doing a great 
deal of construction because 
most of what we are doing al-
ready exists or what we are build-
ing will be temporary facilities 
and so our construction costs are 
significantly lower compared to 
any other city that is competing 
against us.” 
 
According to the Chicago 2016 
Committee, Chicago’s plan uses 
existing facilities, the lakefront 
and parks, so no residents will be 
displaced as a result of construc-
tion related to the Olympic and 
Paralympic games. The new per-
manent venues that are proposed 
would serve communities and 
youth after the Games by provid-
ing sport facilities, pools, tennis 
courts and recreational spaces in 
our parks and our lakefront. The 
proposed site of the village will 
become a mixed-income housing 
and retail community, with up to 
30 % affordable housing, and will 
be developed regardless of 

Soccer 

Kizito Sikuka 
 
Southern African News Features 
The hospitality industry in south-
ern Africa is actively gearing up 
to host thousands of visitors as 
the 2010 World Cup Soccer final 
fast approaches. 
 
This major world sporting event 
will be held for the first time on 
African soil in South Africa in June
-July next year. 
 
According to the world football 
governing body, FIFA, more than 
90,000 soccer fans and officials 
mainly from qualifying countries 
are expected to come to South 
Africa for the finals. This is in ad-
dition to as many as 400,000 
tourists from all over the world 
that are expected to visit Africa 
during the tournament. 
 
The anticipated huge turnout and 
South Africa's acknowledgement 
that it can only accommodate 
about half of the guests has 
prompted its southern African 
neighbors to intensify their tour-
ism programs to woo some of the 
tourists. 
 
The Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) is en-
dowed with numerous attractions 
such as the Victoria Falls between 
Zambia and Zimbabwe, the Na-
mib Desert, Mount Kilimanjaro in 

Tanzania, prist ine coastal 
beaches, game parks and re-
serves teeming with wildlife, dra-
matic scenery and the rich tradi-
tional culture throughout the re-
gion. 
 
To ensure the world enjoys and 
samples some of these attrac-
tions as well as to enable the re-
gion to cater for the sudden 
boom in arrivals, the SADC coun-
tries are spending millions of dol-
lars in refurbishment and con-
struction of new hotels, airports 
and other infrastructure. 
 
Member states are also taking the 
opportunity to strengthen re-
gional projects such as the Trans-
frontier Conservation Areas and 
national parks. 
 
These conservation areas include 
the Kavango Zambezi Conserva-
tion Area between Namibia, An-
gola, South Africa, Botswana, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe, as well as 
the Greater Limpopo Transfron-
tier Conservation Area which 
straddles Zimbabwe, South Africa 
and Mozambique. 
 
Other strategies employed by the 
region include joint marketing 
campaigns that go beyond 2010 
as well as crafting of regional 
tourism packages, which encour-
age visitors to tour more than 
one country in southern Africa. 

 

SADC Hospitality Industry Gears up for 2010 
 
In June, nine SADC member 
states launched the Boundless 
Southern Africa Expedition tar-
geted at marketing the countries 
to the soccer world cup final and 
beyond. These are Angola, Bot-
swana, Lesotho, Mozambique, 
Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
 
The expedition, which started in 
Botswana, highlights the conser-
vation of the environment and 
showcases the diversity of south-
ern Africa's people and their rich 
culture. 
 
The hospitality industry in some 
SADC member states has taken 
the lead to invite foreign teams to 
camp in their respective countries 
before and during the 2010 finals. 
Several neighboring countries 
have approached a number of 
teams such as Brazil and Ger-
many that they expect to do well 
and thus remain in the region 
throughout the tournament, and 
are confident that they have the 
necessary facilities to host visiting 
soccer teams. 
 
In other SADC countries such as 
Angola, where the 2010 Africa 
Cup of Nations will be held next 
January-February, construction of 
new hotels has advanced with 
most located in Luanda. 
Angola has set aside more than 

US$270 million for rebuilding air-
ports to ensure the smooth 
movement of visitors to both the 
World Cup and the African Cup of 
Nations. 
 
Botswana is refurbishing the Sir 
Seretse Khama Airport to handle 
bigger aircraft as is Zimbabwe for 
the Victoria Falls Airport. In Leso-
tho and Swaziland work is in pro-
gress to market the two southern 
African countries to potential 
tourists during the world finals. 
 
Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia 
are also positioning themselves to 
benefit from the finals through 
upgrading their facilities as well 
as packaging attractions. 
 
The Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Madagascar risk losing 
out from the business of the fi-
nals because of political instabil-
ity. 
 
An urgent solution to the political 
and civil unrest would see both 
countries hosting some of the 
visitors to southern Africa and 
enable the 2010 Soccer World 
Cup to significantly contribute 
towards economic growth in the 
whole SADC region. 
 
A total of 32 nations from all the 
five continents will take part in 
the finals. 

whether Chicago hosts the 
Games. Chicago 2016’s transport 
plan has been designed by ex-
perts to accommodate additional 
traffic for the Games and keep 
the city running smoothly. Chi-
cago 2016’s legacy organization, 
World Sport Chicago, has already 
introduced 30,000 children to 
Olympic and Paralympic sport 
through programs and elite com-
petition. In fact, in June, the 
Obama administration joined the 
cause by creating a permanent 
office in the White House to pro-
mote Olympic, Paralympic and 
youth sport across the country. 
 
Murnane hopes that people 
worldwide will see Chicago on 
television and realize that Chi-
cago is a beautiful city and decide 
to visit. Murnane and the Chicago 
2016 Committee also predict that 
international tourism will in-
crease. “You look at the tourism 
industry in particular and right 
now there is about a million peo-
ple from the international com-
munity here in Chicago, which is 
pretty low when you compare it 
to other cities in the United 
States like New York, where mil-
lions of immigrants have made 
their home.” 

The Chicago 2016 economic im-
pact study also shows that the 
Games have the potential to pro-
vide a significant economic stimu-
lus to the local economy. The city 
and state will also benefit from 
the Games. The study estimates 
$1.5 billion of indirect business 
taxes will be generated within 
Illinois; of that, $1.0 billion will be 
within Chicago. 
 
Through the 2016 Fund for Chi-
cago’s neighborhoods, founda-
tions have committed $10 million 
for workforce development and 
community programs. Chicago 
2016 has worked with more than 
75 community groups to ensure 
that economic opportunities in 
construction, procurement and 
jobs will be shared by all. With 
the final decision on which inter-
national city will host the 2016 
Games quickly approaching, the 
committee realizes that it must 
secure all votes, especially the 
African vote. 
 
Mukila Maitha, serving as the In-
ternational Relations specialist for 
Chicago 2016, knows that the 
task will not be simple consider-
ing that Africa is home to 16 
committee members. The final 
vote is scheduled to take place 

October 2, 2009. “My responsibili-
ties is to reach out to the African 
ISU members and make sure 
they know about our bid and an-
swer questions that they have,” 
said Maitha, pointing out that his 
latest development consisted of a 
big presentation for the African 
Olympic family in Abuja, Nigeria. 
“We have a community mailing 
activity where we have the mem-
bers write what they feel about 
Chicago and why they feel Chi-
cago should host the games,” 
says Maitha, who is also presi-
dent of United Kenyans of Chi-
cago. “We are trying to show Af-
rica that Chicago is a multicultural 
center, that the African commu-
nity here is vibrant and engaged.” 
In addition to the mailing activity, 
Chicago 2016 has held numerous 
forums to share their vision of 
celebrating the Olympic Move-
ment's power to unite all human-
ity. Chicago 2016 hopes by reach-
ing out to various communities in 
Chicago, they will stage a truly 
joyous festival of sport in the 
heart of Chicago while helping 
America reach out to build and 
renew bridges of friendship with 
the world. For more information 
visit:  
http://www.chicago2016.org/ 

2016 Olympic Games in Chicago, (continued from page 1) 


